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PANORAMA  FOR  THE  PEACE? ? 

Cattlemen  in  the  High  Prairie  and 
Valleyview  areas  have  formed  the  Peace 
Country  Cattle  Sales  Association. 
This  will  provide  an  "umbrella" 
organization  that  will  organize, 
advertise  and  promote  cattle  sales  in 
the  fall  at  various  points  in  the 
Peace.  The       President       is  Lynn 

Roberts,  Box  813,  High  Prairie, 
Telephone:  523-2496. 

This  group  is  set  up  to  provide 
others  a  means  of  holding  fall  sales 
if  they  wish.  The  High  Prairie  "local" 
have  set  a  membership  fee  of  $100,  and 
have  18  members  signed.  These  funds 
will  be  used  to  provide  "up-front" 
money  to  have  a  sale  at  High  Prairie 
this  fall. 

Neil  Woolliams,  former  manager  of 
Douglas  Lake  Cattle  Ranch,  has  been 
hired  by  the  B.C.  government  to  come 
up  with  some  marketing  alternatives. 
He  tells  me  he  is  interested  in 
showing  B.C.  Peace  Cattlemen  how  they 
could  integrate  their  sales  with  ours 
on  this  side  of  the  border. 

If  you  are  interested  in  a  sale 
in  your  area,  contact  Lynn  Roberts. 
The  veterans  in  producer  cattle  sales 
are  Roy  Bristow,  President  of  Lea 
Park  Cattlemens  Association  at 
Marwayne  (telephone:  943-2242)  or 
Community  Auction  Sales  at  Pincher 
Creek  (Fred  DeWalt,  Manager, 

Telephone:  627-3466). 

CATTLE  MARKETING  SURVEY 

Alberta  Agriculture  is  conducting 
a  cattle  marketing  survey  in  the 
Peace.  STEP  student  Lindsay  Porteous 
will    be    contacting    you    sometime  this 


summer  for  your  input.  Respondents 
names  will  not  be  gathered.  The 
results  of  the  survey  will  be  printed 
during  fall  in  this  newsletter. 

BOC-LOC  TAGS 

Demonstration  tags  have  been  put 
on  cattle  at  Kinuso  (Jim  Sheldon), 
Valleyview  (Bob  Corscience),  Worsley 
(Gerald  Raspberry) ,  and  Cleardale 
(Jerry  Hale)  and  Fairview  College.  We 
used  everything  from  trocars  to 
synovex  needles  to  punch  holes  with, 
since  the  original  order  with  proper 
equipment  got  lost  in  the  post 
office.  Of  all  the  methods,  a  good 
sharp  pocket  knife  worked  as  well  as 
anything.  One      major      problem  is 

positioning  the  hole  for  the  tag.  The 
hole  should  be  made  about  half  way  up 
the  neck,  at  least  above  the  skin  of 
the  brisket.  Don't  punch  in  more  than 
3/4  inch  from  the  leading  edge  of  the 
dewlap . 

Alcohol  based  ink  is  required  to 
permanently  mark  these  Boc-loc  tags. 
"Sanford"  or  All  flex  pens  work  best 
since  an  alcohol  base  ink  is 
required.  Kane  Vet  Supply  in  Edmonton 
handle  Boc-loc  tags. 

FREEZE  BRANDING 

When  the  animal  rights  activists 
run  out  of  seals  and  trappers,  they'll 
likely  focus  their  attention  on  hot 
iron  branding  of  cattle.  Hot  branding 
is  a  painful  process  and  if  done  by  a 
careless  or  inexperienced  person,  it 
can  be  a  mess . 

There  is  a  partial  alternative  in 
freeze  branding.  By  cooling  an  iron 
to  about  -275°F  and  holding  it  on  the 
skin,  all  the  hair  follicles  are 
killed. 
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The  hair  grows  back  In  white 
after  about  AO  days.  Obviously  this 
is  where  the  "partial"  alternative 
comes  in,  because  white  haired  cattle 
are  unaffected.  For  those  of  you 
wishing  to  try  freeze  branding,  you*ll 
have  to  order  your  "irons"  from 
Ketchums,  396  Berkely  Avenue,  Ottawa, 
Ontario    K2A  2G6 

The  following  information  is 
important  for  those  intending  to 
freeze  brand. 

L.     Use  freeze  brand  irons,  not 

regular  metal  irons.  Copper  or 
copper-brass  is  used  to  hold  the 
cold  temperatures. 

2.  Clip  the  branding  site.  The  hair 
should    be    as    short    as  possible. 

3.  Wash  with  alcohol. 

4.  Use  liquid  nitrogen.  A  regular 
semen  storage  tank  can  be  used  to 
store  the  nitrogen.  A  styrofoam 
box  should  be  used  to  hold  the 
irons  while  liquid  nitrogen  is 
poured  in  to  the  depth  of  the 
"iron".  When  the  freeze  brand 
stops  bubbling,  it  is  the  right 
temperature  for  branding. 

Hold  the  freeze  brander  iron  on 
the  skin  for  the  following  length 
of  time: 

Calves:  15  seconds 

Yearlings:  20  seconds 
Cows:  25  seconds 

At  first  it  will  seem  like  a  slow 
process,  but  with  organization  it 
can  be  reasonably  speedy,  although 
never  as  fast  as  hot  iron  branding.  A 
special  freeze  branding  unit  to  hold 
the  nitrogen  and  "irons"  is  on  display 
at  the  Regional  Office.  Plans  will  be 
available  this  fall. 


If  you  want  to  number  brand  for 
animal  identification,  it  is  legal  to 
do  so  in  Alberta  in  conjunction  with  a 
registered  brand.  The  number  brand 
also  has  to  be  on  a  legal  site  on  the 
animal . 

CONDITION  SCORING  CATTLE 

We  tend  to  describe  the  condition 
of  cattle  by  using  terms  such  as 
"good",  "fleshy",  "thin",  or  "top 
shape".  In  the  U.S.  and  Britain,  more 
and  more  attempts  are  being  made  to 
apply  a  number  score  to  describe  fat 
cover.  All  this  applies  to  breeding 
females  particularly,  since  slaughter 
cattle  already  have  very  precise 
"condition  scores"  built  into  the 
grading  system. 

The  Americans  have  a  9  point 
system  which  is  a  bit  hard  to  learn. 
The  Scottish  system  is  based  on  5 
numbers,  and  can  be  picked  up  easily. 
Articles  from  Alberta  Agriculture  on 
condition  scoring  will  be  based  on  the 
Scots  system.  A  condition  score  of  1 
is  given  to  animals  in  very  poor 
condition,  and  a  condition  score  of  5 
for  very  fat  animals.  The  following 
points  describe  the  system: 

HOW  TO  CONDITION  SCORE 

Feel  the  fat  cover  around  the 
tailhead  and  over  the  spinal  processes. 
Using  your  arm  extended,  push  your 
thumb  under  the  loin,  and  your  hand 
should  close  over  the  top  of  the  loin, 
behind  the  last  rib  and  in  front  of  the 
hip  bone.  The  spinal  processes  come 
off  the  backbone  in  such  a  way  that 
they  will  easily  be  felt  by  your  thumb 
and  fingers. 

Condition  Score  1 

The  individual  spinal  processes 
(bones)     are     sharp    to    the     touch  and 
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easily  felt, 
the  tailhead 


There    is   no    fat    around       Target  Condition  Scores 


Condition  Score  2 

The  spinal  processes  can  still  be 
individually  felt,  but  are  rounded 
rather  than  sharp.  Areas  on  either  side 
of    the    tailhead    have    some    fat  cover. 

Conditon  Score  3 

The  spinal  processes  can  be  felt 
only  with  very  firm  pressure.  Fat 
cover  can  be  felt  easily  on  either 
side  of  the  tailhead. 

Condition  Score  A 


Weaning     -     condition  Score  3 
Calving     -     condition  score  2-2*5 
Breeding  -     condition  score  2^-3 

O'CONNOR  SYSTEM  FOR  SHORTER  CALVING 
SEASON  

This  system  has  been  around  since 
about  1976,  when  a  Texas  rancher 
decided  he  was  fed  up  with  120  day 
calving  seasons.  The  system  works  on 
the  principle  that  cows  must  have  an 
increasing  energy  level  in  their  diet 
in  order  to  breed,  and  that  some  cows 
don't  cycle  if  they  are  nursing 
calves.      The   following  system  is  used: 


The  spinal  processes  can't  be 
felt.  The  fat  on  either  side  of  the 
tailhead  is  in  slight  mounds. 

Condition  Score  5 

The  bone  structure  is  not 
noticeable,  since  it  is  buried  in 
fat.  The       tailhead       is  almost 

completely  buried  in  fat. 

Studies  have  shown  that  a  loss  of 
1  condition  score  can  equal  the  energy 
of  550  lbs  of  barley.  Thus  the 
ability  to  use  the  cows'  body  reserves 
to  reduce  winter  feed  costs  can 
improve  profitability.  Condition 
scoring  is  most  useful  when  used  in 
the  same  herd  regularly  by  the  same 
person . 


REPRODUCTIVE  PERFORMANCE  IN  BEEF  COWS 


1) 


2) 


3) 


A) 


All 


cows     are     wintered  so 


they  are  in  about  2  to  2' 
condition  score  at  calving. 


that 
body 


Feed  energy  levels  are  increased 
after  calving  until  cows  are  in  a 
body  condition  score  of  2^. 

Calves  are  taken  away  from  the 
cows  for  48  hours  before  breeding 
starts. 

Calves  and  fertile  bulls  are 
turned  in  with  the  cows,  and  feed 
energy  levels  are  maintained  for 
3  weeks.  Bulls  are  left  in  for 
60  days. 


These  are  the  results 
U.S.  study  with  the 
System. 

USING  THE  O'CONNOR  SYSTEM 


from  one 
0' Connor 


Cows  managed  under 


Con  tr  ol 


Difference 


0" 

'Connor  system 

system 

No.  Cows 

89 

86 

Showing  heat  after  breeding  CO 

25  days 

95 

59 

36 

A 6  days 

98 

72 

26 

Pregnant  af ter  1  breeding  (7) 

80 

50 

30 

Calved  (%) 

after  20  days 

80 

28 

52 

after  AO  d a y s 

91 

52 

39 

after  60  days 

99 

72 

27 
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With  the  cooperation  of  John 
Fraser,  Farm  Manager  at  Fairview 
College,  we  have  just  completed  the  48 
hour  weaning  and  bull  turn  in  stage 
with  cows  in  the  College  herd.  There 
were  20  first  calving  Simmcntal  x 
Hereford  cows  in  the  study.  The  cows 
were  on  full  feed  hay  and  about  8  lbs 
barley  daily  for  30  days.  The  calves 
were  "weaned"  for  48  hours,  then 
turned  back  with  the  cows,  along  with 
a  2  yr  old  Gelbveigh  bull. 

The  calves  were  about  6  weeks  old 
and  had  access  to  creep  feed.  While 
they  were  separated  from  the  cows,  the 
calves  averaged  5  lbs  of  creep  grain, 
6  lbs  alfalfa  hay  and  1^  gallons  of 
water.  When  they  were  turned  back  in 
with  the  cows,  it  took  about  15  minutes 
for  everybody  to  get  sorted  out,  and 
no  real  problems  were  experienced. 
The  striking  part  of  this  system  was 
that  30%  of  the  cows  came  into  heat 
within  24  hours  of  separation  from  the 
calves.  If  you  plan  to  try  the 
system,    be    sure    the    cows    are    in  at 


( 

least  condition  score  2^  and  stay  on 
enough  high  energy  for  3  weeks  after 
the  bull  goes  in. 

SELF  TREATMENT  STATIONS  FOR  FLY 
CONTROL  

A  cheap  horn  fly,  mosquito  and 
black  fly  control  system  has  been 
recently  reported  by  Dr.  Ali  Khan 
(Livestock  Pest  Specialist).  Pest 
Doom  oilers  were  placed  at  fenced  salt 
stations  and  dugouts  and  filled  with 
CIOVAP  and  oil  solution.  They  provided 
60%  mosquito  reduction  and  excellent 
fly  control.  The  Pest  Doom  oiler  is 
available  through  local  feed  and  vet 
outlets  from  Thornhill  Ranching 
Products . 

MORE  MONEY  FOR  HEIFERS 

There  is  a  lot  of  potential  lost 
when  cull  yearling  heifers  go  out  on 
grass  and  end  up  being  bred  late  in 
the  summer.  If  more  of  these  tail  end 
heifers  were  spayed,  they'd  gain 
better  and  be  much  more  salable  this 
fall.  Check  with  your  local  vet,  it*s 
not  much  of  an  operation. 
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TOUGH  SLEDDING  AHEAD 

I'm  not  going  to  try  to  forecast 
the  weather  for  the  coining  winter 
other  than  to  say  it  will  get  colder 
than  it  is  now.  When  1  refer  to 
"tough  sledding",  I'm  thinking  about 
the  nutritional  deficiencies  our 
cattle  are  bound  to  experience  to  some 
degree,  because  of  the  drought  and 
feed  shortages. 

One  of  the  biggest  troubles  will 
be  simply  to  keep  all  the  bellies 
full.  The  cattlemen  who  have  been 
harvesting  everything  in  sight  may  not 
have  the  best  of  feed  quality,  but 
what  they  have  will  be  better  than 
snowballs.  In     fact     most     of  our 

ongoing  problems  in  the  Peace  are  that 
cattle   simply  don't  get  enough  to  eat. 

But  if  there  is  enough  feed  and 
the  fibre  is  so  high  from  late  cutting 
or  aftermath  crop  conditions,  a  full 
belly  may  still  create  an  energy 
deficiency.  The  rumen  bugs  in  cattle 
which  literally  provide  all  the  energy 
and  protein  just  can't  do  well  enough 
on  high  fibre  feed. 

The  answer  with  poor  feed  is  to 
Iceu  the  bugs  more  energy  and 
protein.  The  problem  is  to  find  cheap 
enough  sources.  Grain  for  energy  and 
canola  meal  for  protein  will  do  the 
trick.  Think  long  and  hard  before  you 
buy  a  lick  tank  instead. 

The  problem  doesn't  stop  here 
though,  when  you  have  overmature  high 
fibre  forage,  there  is  usually  an 
associated  vitamin  A  deficiency.  When 
vitamin  A  is  low,  mucous  membranes  in 
the  gut  are  poor  absorbers  of 
nutrients;  and  in  the  mouth,  nose  and 
eyes,  poor  resistors  of  sharp  objects 
and  disease  organisms. 

We  know  vitamin  A  is  going  to  be 
needed  earlier  than  ever  before  so 
when    snow    flies,     cattle    of    al]  ages 


should  be  getting  supplementary 
sources  by  injection  or  added  to  salt 
or  water  supplies. 

The  winter  feeding  plans  can  be 
topped  off  by  adding  trace  mineral 
salt  that  contains  at  least  .252 
copper,  .75%  zinc  and  25  parts  per 
million  selenium.  No  more  blue  or  red 
salt . 

PANORAMA  FOR  THF  PEACE  AT  HIGH  PRAIRIE 

Peace  Country  Cattle  Sales 
Association  has  scheduled  the  first 
cattle  sale  to  be  held  at  High  Prairie 
on  October  28th  at  1:00  p.m.  The 
group  has  purchased  a  modern  scale, 
and  it  will  be  installed  at  the 
Provincial  Grazing  Reserve  Corrals 
north  of  High  Prairie.  All  classes  of 
cattle  will  be  received  .up  to  8:00 
p.m,  October  27th,  but  those  wishing 
to  sell  must  notify  the  sale  committee 
by  September  30th  at  the  latest. 
Membership  in  the  Peace  Country  Cattle 
Sales  Association  must  be  obtained 
($100)  before  cattle  can  be  entered  in 
the  sale. 

Ken  Rose  Auctions  of  Fairview  will 
be  handling  the  sale.  Cost  will  be 
$S.C0/hcad  for  o ^ > c r>  charge,  and  a  one 
time  only  charge  of  $3.50  per  head  to 
cover  scale  purchase. 

If  you  want  to  consign  cattle  to 
this  sale,  contact  Lynn  Roberts 
(523-4561)  or  Frank  Graves  (523-3220) 
before  September  30th. 

AMMONIATION  OF  STRAW 

One  way  to  boost  protein  content 
of  low  quality  feed  for  cows  is  to 
ammoniate  it.  For  those  cattlemen 
interested,  a  demonstration  will  be 
held  in  the  Fairview  D . A .  district 
(835-2291)  on  October  9,  and  in  the 
Valley view  office  D.A.  office 
(524-3301)  on  October  10th.  Contact 
ei  titer     office     for     more  information. 
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PEACE  COUNTRY  CATTLE  QUESTIONNAIRE 

You  may  have  been  one  of  over  300 
Peace  Country  Cattlemen  contacted  by 
Lindsay  Porteous  in  May,  to  answer 
questions  about  cattle  marketing. 
Well,  the  survey  is  finished,  and  a 
summary  is  attached  for  your 
information . 

CATTLE  ID 

Last  spring,  more  than  500 
Boc-loc  dewlap  tags  were  put  on  cattle 
throughout  the  Peace.  The  following 
observations  can  be  made  now. 

a)  The  tags  have  to  be  placed  high 
on  the  dewlap.  It  was  a  mistake 
to  call  them  "brisket  tags" 
because  the  brisket  is  lower  than 
the  dewlap. 

b)  The  regular  Boc-Loc  hole  punch 
has  to  be  used,  since  nothing 
else  works  as  well.  However  the 
punch  makes  a  big  hole,  and 
allows  lots  of  room  for  flies  to 
enter.  Some  tags,  particularly 
at  Gerald  Raspberry's  were  put  on 
by  using  a  trocar  (bloat  punch) . 
This  causes  the  skin  to  seal 
quickly  around  the  wire  of  the 
tag.  When  the  Boc-Loc  punch  was 
used  in  fly  season,  fly  strike 
ucuuneu  quickly,  and  in  the  case 
of  Clay  Farms,  meant  that  all  the 
tags  had  to  be  removed  a  few  days 
later . 

c)  Some  of  the  ink  faded.  The 
company  (Bock's  Cattle  Identi  Co, 
Box  614,  Mattoon,  Illinois,  U.S.A. 
61938)  assured  me  their  ink  would 
not  fade,  but  most  of  those  we 
put  on  Jerry  Hale's  cows  did 
fade.  For  about  20c  extra,  the 
company  assured  me  they  would 
number  tags  that  would  be 
guaranteed  never  to  fade.  To 
renumber  tags,  they  must  first  be 
washed  with  a  bleach  cleaner,  and 
numbered  with  an  alcoho]  base  ink. 


d)  Some  of  the  tags  placed  low 
became  covered  with  mud,  and  were 
unreadable.  I  noticed  this  had 
happened  with  several  we  put  on 
Clay's  steers  that  went  to  the 
Bear  Canyon  Provincial  Grazing 
Reserve . 

e)  The  cost  of  the  dewlap  tags  was 
between  $1.20  and  $1.40  depending 
on  the  origin.  Kane  Vet 
Supplies  in  Edmonton  (453-1516) 
are  the  agents  for  Boc-Loc  tags 
in  Alberta,  but  they  like  to  deal 
with  local  suppliers. 

One  thing  for  certain  -  the  tags 
seem  to  be  staying  on.  This  coming 
winter,  after  the  acid  test  of  poly 
twine  we'll  have  a  better  idea  of  how 
good  they  really  are.  I  hope  to  hear 
from  anyone  with  dewlap  tags  in  place, 
about  their  success.  I  still  haven't 
figured  out  the  crash  with  Brian 
Leitch's  (Brownvale)  dewlap  tag 
experience  years  ago.  Even  though  he 
put  them  on  during  the  winter,  they 
became  fly  blown  and  infected  the 
following  summer. 

The  use  of  hot  iron  or  freeze 
brand  identification  is  legal  in 
Alberta,  provided  a  registered  brand 
is  used  also.  The  few  head  that  I 
freeze  branded  this  spring  aren't 
enough to  demonstrate  properly  with, 
but  John  Milne  (Fairview) ,  Chester 
Raspberry  (Worsley) ,  Uwe  Heite 
(Valleyview) ,  and  Jim  Sheldon  (Kinuso) 
have  tried  it  and  will  be  able  to  give 
some  ideas  to  you  "about  the  way  they 
turned  out. 

If  you  want  to  have  freeze 
branding  demonstrated  this  winter  let 
me  know.  Those  of  you  who  want  to 
order  copper  alloy  freeze  brands  for 
application  of  your  registered  brand, 
write  to  L  &  H  Manufacturing  Co.,  410 
6th  Street,  S.E.,  Box  629,  Mandan, 
North  Dakota  U.S.A.  58554  (phone 
701-663-9821).  Specify  the  size  of 
brand  you  want  (2V  for  calves,  4"  for 
yearlings  or  older  cattle)  and  send  a 
good  drawing  of  your  registered  brand. 
11k    cost   i^  about   $30/letter  or  figure. 
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NO  TWO  COWS  ARE  ALIKE 

Grazing  fees  are  calculated  by 
the  Animal  Unit  system  (AU)  as  follows. 

1000  lb  cow  and  calf  -        1  A.U. 

1  bull  ■=        1.3  A.U. 

1  yearling  ■        .67  A.U. 

The  comparison  between  animals  is 
great,  for  British  breeds,  but  falls 
apart  when  European  breeds  are 
charged.  The  bargain  obtained  from 
grazing  the  1500  lb  European  cow  with 
a  700  lb  calf  at  weaning  is  tremendous 
compared  to  the  1000  lb  black  baldy 
with  a  500  lb  calf.  The  cost  is  often 
the  same  for  both. 


REMEMBER  1955  ANYBODY? 

In  1955,  I  came  to  Alberta  from 
B.C.,  and  went  to  work  with  Canada 
Packers  as  a  buyer.  I  recall  these 
kinds  of  prices. 

a)  A  new  1955,  2  door,  6  cylinder 
Pontiac  cost  me  $2,150.00.  The 
nearest  thing  to  that  would  cost 
me  $11,500  in  1985.  (5.3  times 
increase  in  30  years) . 

b)  I  started  to  work  at  $320/month. 
If  I  started  now  it  would  be 
$  2 , 290 /month 

(7.1    times    increase    in    30  years) 

c)  Choice     steers    were     selling  for 
20c    in    the   fall   of    1955.    A.  ,  A 
(choice)  steers  now  are  selling  at 
67C 

(3.35  times  increase   in  30  years) 

All  we  need  to  do  to  make  money 
in  the  cattle  business  is  by  tying  the 
price  of  steers  to  the  average 
increases  of  new  cars  and  labour.  In 
30  years  that  average  increase  is  6.2 
(7.1  +  5.3  7  2).  That  means  the  price 
of  choice  steers  should  be  $1.24/lb  in 
1985.     That's  live,  not  dressed. 


The  economists  tell  me  that  the 
"Implicit  Price  Increase"  between  1955 
and  1985  is  the  difference  between  26c 
and  $1.20.  This  is  a  A. 6  times 
increase  in  all  prices  during  30 
years.  According  to  this  rate  of 
increase,  choice  steers  should  be  92c 
on  the  hoof   (20c  x  4.6). 

Something  is  seriously  out  of 
whack . 


DON'T  PANIC  ABOUT  NITRATES 

It  seems  that  many  cattlemen  are 
concerned  about  nitrates  in  their 
feeds  this  fall.  Certainly  drought 
conditions  can  increase  nitrate 
concentrations  and  grain  "hay"  or 
greenfeed  tend  to  be  worse  than  other 
feeds,  but  generally  I  feel  that  the 
danger  is  over-rated. 

Nitrates  in  feed  are  normally 
converted  to  ammonia  in  the  rumen 
by  cattle.  If  an  excessive  amount  of 
ammonia  is  present,  then  the  bacteria 
turn  nitrates  into  nitrites.  Nitrites 
are  absorbed  into  the  blood  and  can 
kill  the  animal  by  cutting  off  the 
bloods  ability  to  carry  oxygen. 

To  be  a  problem,  nitrates  usually 
have  to  exceed  1%  in  the  feed,  and  a 
feed  te^L  will  Lcll  yuu  cna  l  .  (see  your 
D.A.)  If  the  bacteria  receive  extra 
energy,  they  will  produce  more  ammonia 
and  utilize  it,  without  producing 
nitrites.  Adding  some  grain  will 
reduce  the  potential  toxicity  of  a 
feed  that  appears  to  be  high  in 
nitrates.  If  analyses  are  available  on 
all  feeds  to  be  used,  a  system  of 
mixing  or  combining  certain  numbers  of 
bales  of  each  feed  can  be  figured  out, 
so  that  the  overall  level  of  nitrates 
is  less  than  1%  from  all  the  feed 
combinat  ions . 
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LOANS  FOR  LIVESTOCK  OPERATIONS 

Several  lending  agencies  have 
asked  me  to  look  over  the  loan 
feasibility  of  clients  wishing  to 
borrow  money  for  livestock.  Often 
however,  these  are  about  to  be  turned 
down,  and  there  is  little  1  can  do  to 
salvage     anything     for     the  cattlemen. 

I  would  prefer  to  go  over  a  loan 
idea  with  the  cattleman  before  it  goes 
to  the  lending  agency,  because 
alternatives  can  sometimes  be  made  to 
improve  things  for  both  parties.  I'm 
not  interested  in  the  financial 
picture  of  the  whole  operation,  just 
the  livestock  proposal.  Often  two 
heads     are     better     than     one  anyway! 

COPPER  AND  ZINC 

There  are  indications  that 
hoof  cracks  can  be  prevented  by 
adequate  levels  of  the  trace  minerals 
copper  and  zinc.  Feed  tests  coming 
into  this  office  show  that  we  seldom 
have  even  half  enough  copper  and  zinc 
in  our  feeds.  However  cattle  on 
pasture  as  yearlings  may  already  have 
enough  deficiency  to  develop  hoof 
cracks,  and  are  easy  targets  for 
footrot.  Trace  mineral  salt  which 
includes. 25%  copper,  .75%  zinc  (and 
selenium)  should  be  fed  to  all  cattle, 
all  year  round  especially  calves  at 
weaning    and    during    their    1st  winter. 

I  think  the  extent  of  foot 
troubles  among  cattle  in  the  Peace  is 
alarming.  Feeding  high  copper-zinc 
trace  mineral  salt  seems  like  an 
obvious  place  to  start  solving  the 
problem,  not  with  antibiotics  later  on. 

BALANCING  RATIONS  AT  LEAST  COST 

We  have  a  computer  program  that 
will  sort  out  the  least  cost 
combination  of  available  feeds  and 
supplements.  It's  kind  of  overloaded 
and  needs  refining,  but  if  anyone 
wants  to  try  it,  get  a  list  of  feeds 
to  me  and  description  of  the  cattle 
being  fed,  and  we'll  try  to  come  up 
with  a  least  cost  combination  to  do 
the  job. 


TOURS 

Cattlemen  are  always  coming  up 
with  interesting  things,  and  it's  a 
real  education  to  visit  them.  I  will 
be  prepared  to  take  up  to  12  at  a  time 
in  an  Alberta  Government  Van  on  short 
tours.  I'm  hoping  to  get  a  B.C.  ranch 
tour  before  winter,  to  look  at 
corrals,  cattle,  horses,  and  at  least 
one  Panorama  sale  in  early  November. 
Let  me  know  if  you're  interested  in  a 
four  day  tour. 


FINALLY 


Since  there  is  no  "money"  in  the 
cattle  business,  there  has  got  to  be 
a  lot  of  enjoyment  or  most  people  would 
be  doing  something  else.  One  of  the 
real  enjoyments  to  me  is  being  able  to 
handle  cattle  with  a  good  saddle 
horse.  There  is  little  to  equal  the 
satisfaction  of  being  able  to  quietly 
but  efficiently  look  cattle  over  from 
horseback.  If  you  haven't  enjoyed  it 
before  it's  likely  because  you  were 
mounted  on  some  crow-bait  with  no  cow 
sense.  You'll  notice  I  said  a  "good 
saddle  horse"  though. 

More  and  more  "trikes"  are  in. 
Those  are  the  noisy  3  wheel  critters 
that  have  put  more  people  in  hospital 
than  all  the  saddle  horses  ever  bcm. 
However  it's  hard  to  argue  with 
cattlemen  like  Jim  Sheldon  at  Kinuso 
who  finally  got  a  trike,  and  claims  he 
can  look  at  all  his  cattle  in  the  time 
it  used  to  take  just  to  catch  his 
horse ! 

I'm  too  old  to  change  I  guess.  I 
agree  with  Terry  Millikan,  the  Douglas 
Lake  cowboy  who  was  asked  why  he  would 
possibly  want  to  be  a  cowboy  at  those 
wages.  His  reply  was,  "I'm  too  lazy 
to  work,  and  too  timid  to  steal" 


TREVOR  JONES 

REGIONAL  LIVESTOCK  SPECIALIST 
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The  printing  of  this  letter  has  been 
delayed  so  that  two  notices  can  be 
inc luded : 

The  National  Tripartite  Price  Stabili- 
zation for  cow-calf  and  slaughter  cattle 
is  now  in  effect,  and  the  sign-up 
deadline  is  June  30,  1986.  If  you  don't 
register  on  time,  there  is  a  penalty  in 
reduced  benefits  for  the  first  year.  All 
cattlemen  should  have  received  a  handbook 
and  enrollment  request  form  in  the  mail. 
If  you  don't  have  one,  Agriculture  Canada 
offices  and  District  Agriculturists 
should  have  them  available. 

The  plan  should  be  looked  on  as  a 
simple  insurance  against  a  price  drop, 
not  as  a  subsidy. 


Fairview  College  has  officially  decided 
to  proceed  with  the  planning  for  a  bull 
test  station  to  serve  both  the  Alberta 
and  the  B.C.  Peace  Districts.  The 
College  has  earmarked  $3,000  for  a 
construction  committee  to  tour  other 
bull  test  centers,  so  that  the  latest 
planning  developments  can  be  included. 
An  additional  $30,000  has  been  budgeted 
for  design  and  engineering  requirements. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  unit  will  be 
completed  by  September  1987.  There  will 
be  no  bulls  admitted  for  test  until  that 
time.  The  station  advisory  committee  has 
been  named. 

Bill  Forsythe,  Berwyn 

Morley  Messner,  Berwyn 

Pat  Friedel,  Fairview 

Lou  Beaulieu,  Fairview 

John  Milne,  Fairview 

Bill  Veidt,  Grimshaw 

Steve  Hiebert,  Brownvale 

Steve  Bodsworth,  Fairview  College 

John  Fraser,   Fairview  College 

Neil  Clarke,  Fairview  College 

Dale  Landry,  Fairview  College 

Trevor  Jones,  Alberta  Agriculture 


New  TM  Salt  Block 

The  Canada  Salt  Co.  has  introduced 
two  Windsor  Fortified  salt  blocks.  Both 
contain  salt  plus  iodine,  zinc, 
manganese,  copper,  iron  and  cobalt.  One 
block  contains  selenium  also,  and  this  is 
the  one  that  should  be  used  in  the  Peace. 

Up  until  now,  cattlemen  have  used  the 
traditional  blue  blocks  which  only 
contain  salt,  iodine  and  cobalt.  Now 
that  the  new  formulated  selenium  carrying 
blocks  are  here,  the  old  blue  blocks  will 
likely  disappear  in  the  Peace. 

Antibiotics  as  Growth  Stimulants 

An  excellent  update  on  this  subject 
by  Dr.  John  P.  Bowland,  former  professor 
in  the  University  of  Alberta  Animal 
Science  Department  appeared  in  the  Spring 
1986  Agrologist  Magazine.  In  part,  Dr. 
Bowland  says,  "it  is  unfortunate  that 
some  of  the  media  reports,  based  on 
partial  information,  have  increased 
public  uncertainty  about  the  use  of 
antibiotics  as  growth  promotants.  There 
is  little,  or  no,  evidence  to  support  the 
claim  that  the  practice  of  feeding 
sub-therapeut  ic  concentrations  of 

antibiotics  to  animals  for  long  periods 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  promoting 
improved  growth,  has  contributed  to  the 
spread  of  drug  resistance  in  the  field. 
There  seems  to  be  considerable  confusion 
between  field  sensitivity  and  laboratory 
test  sensitivity." 

In  Canada,  it  is  legal  to  use 
Aureomycin  or  Terramycin  in  cattle 
rations  at  no  more  than  11  gms  per  tonne 
of  ration  (sub-therapeutic  levels) . 

O'Connor  System  Revised 

Last  year  with  a  group  of  20  cows  from 
Fairview  College,    I  was  able  to  test  the 
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o'C.nnor  system  of  cattle  breeding,  to 
reduce  length  of  calving  season.  The 
O'Connor  idea  is  to  take  the  calves 
away  from  the  cows  for  48  hours,  then 
turn  the  bull  in,  and  the  calves  back 
with  the  cows.  At  the  time  it  looked 
awkward,  and  we  had  to  feed  and  water 
those  little  calves  while  they  were 
separated.  While  we  were  watching  the 
cows  during  the  48  hours  of  calf 
separation,  we  noticed  that  more  cows 
seemed  to  be  in  heat  in  the  first  24 
hours  after  the  calves  were  taken  away, 
than  there  were  by  48  hours. 

This  year  we  only  separated  the 
calves  from  those  20  cows  for  24  hours, 
then  turned  the  bull  in,  and  ran  the 
calves  back.  We'll  see  how  long  the 
calving  season  is  in  1987.  Incidentally 
the  1986  calving  season  for  these  cows 
was  exactly  30  days.  We'll  see  how  long 
it  is  next  year. 


Cattle  Corral  Planning 

I've  spent  some  time  helping 
cattlemen  plan  their  corral  systems  this 
spring.  It's      interesting     how  each 

operation  is  a  little  different,  so  a 
standard  plan  cnn  only  be  used  as  a 
guide.  A  video  and  slide  series  will  be 
available  for  meetings  throughout  the 
Peace  this  coming  winter.  If  you  want 
to  do  something  this  summer  with  your 
corrals,  give  me  a  call. 

University  of  Alberta  Ranch  Day 

To  be  held  at  Kinsella  (U  of  A  Ranch) 
on  July  25  ,  1986.  The  University  staff 
will  be  reviewing  their  projects.  If 
you  want  to  go,  contact  your  District 
Agriculturist  or  me,  and  we  can  organize 
a  group  trip. 


Peace  Country  Beef  Symposium 

The  next  go-round  will  be  held 
December  10  &  11,  1986,  and  will  be 
held  at  both  Valleyview  and  Fairview 
s  imultaneously . 

Calf  Vaccinations 

The  Health  Management  Branch  of 
Alberta  Agriculture  reminded  me  that  we 
should  be  looking  at  essential  and 
optional  vaccinations.  The  essential 
vaccinations  include  the  multiclos tr idial 
bacterins  from  "2  way"  up  to  "8  way", 
and      LBR/Pl^     vaccine.  The  optional 

vaccinations  includes  those  for  calf 
scours,  hemophilus,  BVD ,  vibirio, 
leptospirosis ,  etc. 

Blanket  recommendations  are  not  too 
valuable  in  my  estimation.  For  example, 
an  outbreak  of  BVD  in  my  herd  would 
probably  convince  me  to  include  routine 
BVD  vaccinations  in  my  essential 
vaccination  program.  Local  vets  would 
likely  be  interested  in  planning  herd 
health    programs    on   a    year    round  basis. 


Feedlot  Seminar 

There  will  be  a  Feedlot  Seminar  at  the 
Barrhead  Inn,  Barrhead,  on  July  7  from 
9:00  am  to  5:45  pm.  The  topics  look  good 
(agenda  attached).  The  cost  is  $30.00 
and  registration  can  be  made  by  calling 
the  Alberta  Cattle  Feeders  Association 
(250-2509)  . 


Growth  by  Implanting 

A  world  review  of  the  effects  of 
growth  implants  for  cattle  has  been 
published.  Let  me  know  if  you  want  a 
copy. 

High  Tensile  and  Electric  Fences 

If  you're  building  fences,  it  would 
pay  you  to  consider  either  electric  or 
high  tensile  fencing.  The  cost  can  be 
up  to  40%  less  than  traditional  barbwire. 
Some  new  publications  are  available.  Ask 
your  District  Agriculturist. 
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CIP  Entries  Nov  Ready 


Cheap  Effective  Oilers 


Those  of  you  with  the  CIP  (Cattle 
Improvement  Program)  calving  record 
books  completed,  and  who  want  the  data 
entered  on  the  computer  program,  should 
mail  them  in  as  soon  as  possible. 


Idaho  Total  Beef  Group 

The  Idaho  "idea"  of  solving  production 
problems  has  resulted  in  several  Alberta 
groups  being  formed.  The  first  such 
group  is  at  Valleyview,  and  they've 
completed  their  first  year.  Tony 
Yelenik,  Box  534,  Valleyview  TOH  3N0 
(525-2269)  is  their  spokesman.  I  don't 
think  the  group  has  yet  decided  what  long 
term  problems  have  to  be  solved,  but  they 
have  had  fun  so  far  building  calf 
shelters,  and  balancing  rations.  If  you 
want  to  find  out  more,  call  Tony  or 
District  Agriculturist  Darryl  Wells 
(524-3301).  If  you  like  what  you  hear, 
talk  to  your  own  District  Agriculturist 
about    setting   up   a   group   in   your  area. 


Cheap  oilers,  using  CIOVAP  mixed  with 
water  or  diesel,  have  given  excellent 
fly  control.  Set  up  at  salt  locations, 
or  entrances  to  fenced  dugouts,  control 
of  mosquitos,  blackflys,  face  and  horn 
flies  is  possible.  One  kind  of  a  cheap 
oiler  is  the  "Pest  Doom  Oiler"  which 
sells  for  less  than  $75.  The  CIOVAP 
concentrate  is  available  through  feed 
outlets.  Ask  your  dealer  to  get  a 
supply  from  Kane  Vet,  Edmonton. 


Peace  Country  Cattle  Sales 

There  will  be  two  sales  held  this 
fall  at  the  Provincial  Grazing  Reserve 
at  High  Prairie.  A  yearling  sale  will 
be  held  on  September  18,  and  a  yearling 
sale  will  be  held  on  October  17.  Selling 
charges  will  be  $11.50  per  head  flat 
rate.  The  sales  are  sponsored  by  the 
Peace  Country  Cattle  Sales  Association. 
For   further   information,   phone  523-6505. 


*  *  *  *  * 


X    X  >c 


*    *    X  -A- 


/dberra 

AGRICULTURE 
Field  Services 


L.  Trevor  Jones 

Regional  Livestock  Specialist 


Box  7777,  Provincial  Building 
Fairview,  Alberta,  Canada  •  TOH  1L0 
403/835-2291 
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FEEDLOT  RESEARCH  SEMINAR 

Barrhead  Inn,  Barrhead 
July  7,   1986  $30.00 


Alberta  Cattle  Feeders  Association 
#236,   2116  -  27  Avenue,  N.E. 
Calgary,  Alberta     T2E  7A6 
Phone:  250-2509 


AGENDA 


9:00  -  10:00  a.m.  REGISTRATION 

10:00  -  10:20  Efficacy  of  Hemophilus  Vaccine  for  Feedlot  Calves 

Dr.  Kee  Jim,   Big  Rock  Animal   Clinic,  Okotoks,  Alta. 

10:20  -  10:40  Efficacy  of  Precon-PH  Vaccine  for  Feedlot  Calves 

Dr.  Terry  Church,  D.V.M.,  Head  Preventative  Medicine 
Branch,  Alberta  Agriculture,   Edmonton,  Alberta. 

10:40  -  11:05  Use  of  Long  Acting  Tetracycline  For  Prevention  of 

Shipping  Fever        Ray  Grimson,   B.Sc.(Ag),  M.Sc. 
(Animal  Nutrition),  Lakeside  Farm  Industries' 
Manager  of  Research,  Brooks,  Alberta. 

11:05  -  11:30  Comparison  of  Oxytetracycline  Penicillin  and 

Trivetrin  for  Feedlot  Pneumonia  Dr.  Kee  Jim. 

11:30  -  12:00  Evaluation  of  Feedlot  Bacterial  Sensitivity  Testing 

Drs.  Kee  Jim  &  Terry  Church. 

12:00  -  1:00  LUNCH 

1:00  -  1:15  p.m.  Effect  of  Buffering  Agents  in  Feedlot  Rations 

Ben  Thorlakson,  B.Sc,  Manager  Thorlakson's 
Feedyards  Ltd.,  Airdrie,  Alberta. 

1:15  -  1:40  Effect  of  Protein,  Sulfur  and  Implants  on  Feedlot 

Performance  Ray  Grimson. 

1:40  -  2:15  Effects  of  Barley  Bushel  Weight  and  Processing 

Method  on  Feedlot  Performance  Ray  Grimson. 

2:15  -  2:50  High  Moisture  Barley  for  Feedlot  Cattle 

Ben  Thorlakson. 

2:50  -  3:25  Harvesting  and  Feeding  Immature  Barley 

Ben  Thorlakson. 

3:25  -  3:45  COFFEE 

3:45  -  4:20  Effect  of  Additives  on  Feeding  and  Ensiling 

Quality  of  Alfalfa  Ram  Grimson. 

4:20  -  4:55  Use  of  Annuals  for  Forage  Production 

Greg  Reimer,  B.Sc,  M.Sc.    (Crop  Science), 
Lakeside  Farm  Industries'  Research  Agronomist, 
Brooks,  Alberta. 

4:55  -  5:45  Day-to-Day  Feedlot  Operations 

A.C.F.A.   President  Jack  Olson  &  A.C.F.A.  Directors. 


6:00 


BARBECUE 
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$  FROM  COWS 

"Show  me  the  first  and  last  calving 
dates  in  your  herd  this  year,  and  I  can 
show  you  how  to  make  more  money." 

This  is  the  kind  of  thinking  that 
commercial  cattlemen  who  have  worked 
long  and  hard  for  herd  improvement  are 
coming  out  with.  No  long  range  plans 
for  cow  or  calf  ID  weaned  weights  or 
any  of  the  exhaustive  records  required 
for  the  old  ROP  programs. 

Idaho  cattlemen  have  put  together  a 
great  program  that  tracks  down  the  small 
but  important  details  that  increase  $ 
returns. 

Darryl  Wells,  District  Agriculturist 
at  Valleyview,  will  be  making  a  trip  to 
Idaho  this  fall  to  pick  brains,  so  that 
the  cattlemen  in  the  Valleyview  group 
can  plan  a  winter  program.  Hopefully, 
several  cattlemen  will  make  the  trip 
also.  Nora       Paulovich,  District 

Agriculturist  at  Fairview,  returned  from 
a  week  working  in  Idaho  with  Sara 
Henson,  a  county  agent  working  closely 
with  another  Idaho  group. 

If  you  and  your  neighbors  are 
interested  in  the  workings  of  this 
management  self-help  concept,  give  me  a 
call,  or  call  your  District  Agriculturist 
and    ask    her/him    how    to    get  involved. 


CORRAL  SETUPS 


Some  have  only  calf  and  yearling 
operations  and  only  need  two  sorting 
corrals;  others  have  a  mixed  herd,  and 
will  handle  cows,   calves,   and  yearlings. 

To  help  cattle  operators  get  more 
involved  in  building  better  setups,  there 
will  be  a  video  tape  available  this 
winter  at  local  District  Agriculturists' 
offices,  or  here  at  the  Regional  office 
in  Fairview.  The  eight  and  a  half  minute 
film  details  the  construction  of  Peter 
Lundgard's  setup  which  we  planned  in 
1985.  Copies  of  the  plan  will  go  with 
the  video.  I  hope  to  use  it  at  a  few 
meetings  or  on  farms  this  winter,  so  that 
next  year  more  can  be  built.  Contact 
your  District  Agriculturist  for  more 
information. 


BEAR  CANYON  AND  HIGH  PRAIRIE  SALES 

Weather  was  good  for  both  yearling 
sales  this  year,  and  prices  were  in  line 
with  those  throughout  western  Canada. 
When  reduced  shrink,  trucking  and  selling 
charges  are  figured,  those  sales  topped 
the  market. 

There  were  over  1200  yearlings  sold 
at  Bear  Canyon,  compared  to  about  750 
last  year.  The  smooth  flowing  sale 
which  was  handled  by  Grande  Prairie 
Auction  Mart  for  $6.00/head,  had  an  "old 
hand"  atmosphere,  just  like  the  Panorama 
sales  in  B.C. 


One  of  the  most  interesting  aspects 
of  my  job  has  been  working  on  corral 
plans  for  cattle  producers.  I'm  a  firm 
believer  in  staking  out  a  system  and 
walking  through  it  to  get  the  "feel"  of 
things.  So  far  every  finished  plan  has 
been     different     from    all     the  others. 


The  High  Prairie  sale  did  not  attract 
as  many  cattle  as  it  should  have.  The 
difference  however,  between  the  Bear 
Canyon  cattle  coming  right  out  of  the 
Grazing  Reserve,  and  the  High  Prairie 
cattle  coming  from  area  farms  may 
explain  the  difference. 


BEAR      CANYON  CAIN 
SUMMARY       SHEET  (1985) 
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No  calves  will  be  sold  at  Pear 
Canyon,  but  a  sale  slated  for  October 
25th  at  High  Prairie  saw  644  calves  bring 
competitive  prices  for  the  day.  A  dozen 
active  bidders  from  as  far  as  Grande 
Prairie  took  the  calves  back  to  local 
farms  and  feedlots. 


SLOW  GAINS  ARE  EXPENSIVE 

With  high  priced  calves  and  low  priced 
feed  it  makes  very  little  sense  to  only 
grow  out  calves  at  1  lb  to  Vi  lbs  daily. 
Body  maintenance  requires  about  7  5%  of 
all  the  feed  a  calf  eats.  This  means 
that  only  a  small  feed  increase  will 
boost  gains.  The  results  of  the  back- 
grounding study  at  Bear  Canyon  in  1985 
didn't  really  show  any  benefit  was  gained 
on  pasture  by  restricting  winter  feeding 
levels.  Several  important  features  of 
this  study  are  worth  looking  at: 

1)  The  groups  of  heifers  that  gained 
most  on  pasture  (2  lbs  daily)  were 
wintered  on  fairly  high  energy 
feed.  Group  2  had  grain  silage 
plus  oats,  and  group  6  had  wild  oat 
and  wheat  silage. 

2)  Groups  5,  6  and  7  gained  well  on 
summer  pasture,  but  were  all 
pastured  for  3  to  4  weeks  at  home 
before  going  to  the  PGR  at  Bear 
Canyon.  This  may  be  the  key  to 
acceptable  gains  following  winter 
feeding  on  energy  levels  as  high  as 
these. 

Naturally  the  management  and  breeding 
of  the  cattle  will  have  influenced  gains. 

The  old  question  of  backgrounding  for 
only  1  to  lh  lbs  of  winter  gains  so  that 
summer  "compensatory  gain"  can  be 
increased  is  debatable  in  times  of  low 
feed  prices  and  high  cattle  prices.  I 
noticed  that  one  of  the  contributors  to 
the  Panorama  Ranch  sales  in  southern 
B.C.  this  year  sold  700  steers  in 
September  at  an  average  weight  of  840  lbs 
for  91C.  For  20  years  previously,  they 
had    consistently    averaged    750    lbs,  and 


felt  this  to  be  the  weight  that  commanded 
top  prices.  The  change  came  last  winter, 
when  they  realized  they  had  to  increase 
their  cash  flow  and  the  only  immediate 
way  to  do  it  was  to  add  grain  to  the  calf 
feeding  system.  The  result  was  an 
increase  of  100  lbs,  and  they  still 
topped  the  market.  Needless  to  say  that 
rancher  will  never  go  back  to  hay-only 
feeding  for  his  calves  with  grain  prices 
like  they  are. 

Generally,  backgrounding  calves  to 
gain  1  to  lh  lbs  may  be  profitable  if 
the  pasture  costs  are  cheap.  However, 
when  feed  is  cheap,  higher  gains  (2  to 
2h  lbs)  make  more  sense. 

It's  interesting  that  only  since  the 
scale  was  installed  at  the  Bear  Canyon 
Grazing  Reserve  have  cattlemen  had  a 
chance  to  check  gains  on  pasture.  For 
those  other  cattlemen's  groups  p]anning 
to  get  a  scale  at  a  grazing  reserve, 
don't  forget  that  it  isn't  only  useful 
for  selling,  but  also  to  keep  track  of 
performance . 

COPPER  AND  ZINC 

The  Alberta  Feed  Test  Lab  has  decided 
that  most  Alberta  feeds  ?rc  deficient  In 
copper  and  zinc,  so  we're  not  alone  in 
the  Peace  with  these  deficiencies.  Maybe 
it's  time  to  spread  the  word  to  the  feed 
dealers  that  we  need  the  b  r  own  trace 
mineral  salt  with  copper  at  .25%,  zinc 
at  .75%  and  selenium  at  50  ppm,  and  not 
the  old  red,  blue  or  white  salt! 


PEACE  COUNTRY  BEEF  SYMPOSIUM 

The  annual  Peace  Country  "Beef  Cattle 
Days"  will  be  held  December  11  &  12,  1986 
this  year.  We  are  repeating  the  program 
at  Fairview  (Dunvegan  Inn)  and  at 
Valleyview  (Memorial  Hall)  by  juggling 
the  speakers  back  and  forth.  Look  for 
the  agenda  and  registration  form 
attached  to  this  newsletter,  or  drop  in 
to  your  District  Agriculturist's  office 
for  one.     PLAN  TO  ATTEND. 
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ALBERTA  BEEF  SYMPOSIUM 


STRANGE  NEW  FARMER  AND  RANCHER  DISEASE 


A  major  Alberta  Beef  Symposium  has 
been  planned  for  February  10  &  11,  1987 
at  the  Convention  Inn,  Edmonton.  It 
will  emphasize  the  reproductive 
efficiency  of  the  cow  herd,  and  is 
jointly  sponsored  by  Alberta  Agriculture 
and  the  Alberta  Cattle  Commission.  The 
registration  fee,  before  January  20th, 
is  $60  for  one  and  $100  for  husband  and 
wife.  After  January  20th,  the  fee  will 
be  $70  or  $110  for  husband  and  wife. 
Send  registration  to: 

Alberta  Beef  Symposium 
Alberta  Cattle  Commission 
#241,  2116  -  27  Avenue  N.E. 
Calgary,  Alberta     T2E  7A6 

THE  SILVER  CATTLE  SQUEEZE 

Allan  Isaac,  Silver  Valley  (351-2278) 
has  decided  to  use  his  farm  shop  to 
build  cattle  squeezes.  His  squeeze 
design  combines  some  of  the  American, 
European  and  Australian  features.  This 
provides  a  squeeze  with  a  little  more 
room  to  handle  bulls,  and  a  little  more 
humane  head  gate  system.  Phone  Allen  if 
you  need  a  cattle  squeeze. 

BULL  TEST  STATION  NON-PROGRESS 

That  new  building  going  up  at  the 
north  entrance  to  the  Fairview  College 
isn't  the  bull  test  station.  In  fact  it 
looks  as  though  we'll  have  to  go  back  to 
square  one  for  a  center  in  the  Peace.  It 
seems  the  College  can't  predict  with  any 
optimism  whether  or  not  they  can  ever 
find  the  money.  Any  cattlemen  who  want 
to  talk  about  a  private  setup  should 
give  me  a  call. 


Many  have  described  the  symptoms  that 
have  affected  them  more  and  more  since 
1980  and  1981.  All  have  been  men,  and 
they  all  name  these  symptoms.  Can  you 
name  the  "disease"? 

1)  They  wake  up  about  3:00  or  4:00  AM, 
and  unable  to  sleep,  sit  in  the 
kitchen  reading  and  drinking  coffee 
until  the  family  gets  up. 

2)  VJhen  doing  tractor  work,  it  only 
lasts  a  couple  hours  before  they 
end  up  back  in  the  house  drinking 
cof  fee . 

3)  They  all  claim  to  have  problems 
communicating  with  the  immediate 
family,  but  not  with  others 
downtown.  They  often  shout  at  the 
wife  and  kids,  and  find  they  can't 
"listen"  at  home  anymore. 

4)  All  realize  their  marriages  are 
suffering. 

5)  They  don't  like  to  open  mail. 

One  hint  —  don't  ask  a  doctor  for  the 
name  of  the  disease.  A  banker  might 
know. 


/-dlberra 
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When  cattle  prices  are  high  and  feed 
prices  low,  it  pays  to  feed  for  high 
rates  of  gain.  Now  that  cattle  are 
going  to  grass  there  are  several 
management  practices  that  can  improve 
gains  on  calves  or  yearlings. 

1.  Implant  calves  at  4-o  weeks  of  age. 
Synovex  C  is  now  approved  for  nursing 
calves.  Yearling  steers  and  cull 
heifers  should  be  implanted,  but 
certain  products  may  not  be  implanted 
more    than    once    during    the  animal's 


life. 

a) 

Ralgro; 

implant  only  once , 

heifers 

and  steers. 

b) 

Synovex 

S;   implant  twice, 

steers  only. 

c) 

Synovex 

H;  implant  twice, 

heifers 

only. 

d) 

Synovex 

C;  implant  once, 

nursing 

calves  only. 

e) 

Compudose;   implant  once, 

heifers 

and  steers. 

2.  Use  a  cattle  oiler  or  repellant  ear 
tags.  Cheap  cattle  oilers  for  about 
$70  are  available,  and  should  be 
placed  at  dugouts  or  salt.  CIOVAP 
mixed  with  oil  or  diesel  fuel  in 
the  oiler  offers  good  fly  and 
mosquito  control. 


1987 

MAY  -  5 


7.  Ensure  that  all  young  cattle  are 
properly  vaccinated.  Calves  should 
be  vaccinated  against  bacterial 
diseases,  IBR  and  BVD.  Yearlings 
should  have  a  booster  shot  for 
bacterial  diseases.  (Most  of  the 
time  the  3  way  bacterin  shot  is 
sufficient.  Some  use  a  7  way  or 
even  8  way  shots.  Talk  to  your  vet 
about  this.) 

8.  Be  sure  that  all  castrations  and 
dehorning  wounds  are  healed  up 
before  turn-out  time. 

9.  Consider  having  your  vet  spay  those 
open  cull  heifers  before   grass  time. 

10.  Use  only  high  copper  (.25%),  Zinc 
(.75%)  and  Selenium  (25-50  PPM)  salt 
year-round. 


BULL  TEST  STATION  UPDATE 

The  Fairview  Regional  Bull  Test 
Station  should  be  a  reality  by  this 
fall.  The  committee  has  been  meeting 
regularly  with  Fairview  College  staff 
during  the  winter,  and  agreements  are 
being  finalized. 


3.  Be  prepared  to  deworm  cattle  if 
lungworms  have  been  a  problem  in  the 
past . 

4.  Fertilize  pasture. 

5.  Rotate  pasture.  Try  to  imagine 
pasture  as  a  crop  for  harvest,  using 
cattle.  Crossfence  with  two  wires; 
one  electric,  one  ground. 

6.  Don't  let  supply  dictate  rotations. 
Cheap  water  pumps  that  cattle 
operate  are  available.  Solar  pumping 
is  practical,  and  in  fact  is  being 
done  in  the  Valleyview  area. 


a)  An  existing  pole  frame  cattle  barn 
is  being  renovated  to  provide  five 
pens  holding  20  bulls  each  for  a 
station  capacity  of  100  head. 

b)  The  interim  committee  will  be 
handing  over  the  operation  to  a  duly 
formed    bull    test    station  committee. 

c)  The  Fairview  College  will  provide  the 
facilities  and  necessary  machinery 
for  a  custom  charge  per  bull. 

d)  Day  to  day  management  will  be  handled 
by  a  person  hired  by  the  bull  sale 
committee . 


THE  EZEE-DUZ-IT  SQUEEZE 

Allan  Isaac  has  completed  all  the 
modifications  for  his  humane  cattle 
squeeze.  The      finished      product  is 

professionally  built,  and  handles  cattle 
more  smoothly  and  humanely  than  others 
on  the  market.  He  has  sold  a  mobile 
unit  to  I.D.  2  1  (Worsley)  and  is 
negotiating  with  the  Ag  Service  Board  at 
Bonnyville.  Others  are  in  operation  at 
Peter  Lundgard's  (494-2448)  and  Heinz 
Poell's  (596-2261).  Allan  Isaac  can  be 
contacted  at  351-2278. 


BLOAT 

Frothy  bloat  season  is  coming.  If 
you  have  had  bloat  on  pasture  before, 
then  some  planning  at  this  stage  may  be 
valuable.  Here  are  some  treatments  and 
preventions . 

-  Never  put  cattle  suddenly  on  lush 
legume  pasture.  Fill  them  up  with 
hay,  and  have  free  access  to  hay 
while  cattle  are  on  pasture. 

-  Try  using  "Bloat-Guard"  in  the  salt. 
This  product  has  to  be  used 
continuously,  and  should  be  in  the 
salt    for    a    month    before  pasturing. 

-  Some  have  used  1//  of  powdered 
laundry    soap    in    every    50//    of  salt. 

-  Some  have  used  disodium  phosphates 
with  salt,  but  research  reports 
don't  support  this. 


FREEZE  BRANDING 

We've  got  a  few  cattle  walking  around 
from  our  freeze  branding  demonstrations. 
Those  of  Ken  Hoovers'  (595-2103)  and 
Allan  Ratzlaffs'  (524-3584)  were  branded 
with  60  seconds  holding  time.  The  last 
time  I  saw  Ken's  (8  weeks  after  branding) 
the  brands  hadn't  healed,  and  looked 
like  a  regular  hot  iron  had  been  used. 
The  only  difference  was  that  there  is  no 
smudging   -   an   "8"   is   thoroughly  scarred 


and  yet  the  centers  are  untouched.  They 
will  peel  off  and  leave  very  precise 
numbers . 

The  usual  freeze  branding  time  is  30 
to  40  seconds  for  calves  and  40  to  50 
seconds  for  yearlings  and  cows.  The  60 
seconds  that  we  used  was  longer  than 
recommended.  Because  a  flat  skin  surface 
is  necessary  for  freeze  branding,  the 
shoulder  or  hip  are  the  preferred  spots. 
Don't  forget  that  if  you  number  brand, 
you  must  also  have  a  registered  brand  on 
the  same  side.  Contact  your  District 
Agriculturist  or  me  if  you  want  a 
demonstration . 


TRIPARTITE  STABILIZATION  EXPANSION 

Rumours  are  that  by  July  1st,  a 
program  will  be  in  effect  for  back- 
grounder calves,  and  that  the  slaughter 
cattle  program  will  be  improved. 

TOTAL  BEEF  GROUPS 

"Total  Beef",  or  "Alberta  Beef 
Management"  groups  met  at  Valleyview, 
Debolt,  Spirit  River  and  Fairview  during 
the  winter.  The  idea  for  these  groups 
originated  in  Idaho,  and  has  spread  to 
eight  western  U.S.  states.  In  southern 
B.C.  they  call  themselves  "Beef-Up" 
groups . 

Regardless  of  the  name,  the  reason 
for  cattlemen  getting  together  on  a 
regular  basis  is  the  same  —  to  solve 
problems.  The  Valleyview  veterans  have 
been  meeting  for  a  couple  of  years  now, 
and  have  pretty  well  solved  their  trace 
mineral  salt  problem.  Debolt,  Spirit 
River  and  Fairview  completed  feed 
sampling  which  gave  them  some  answers  on 
their  trace  mineral  problems.  Winter 
ration  work  is  high  on  the  priority  list 
of  all  members. 

Cattlemen  from  the  Valleyview  and 
Fairview  groups  toured  the  Nicola  Valley 
last  November.  They  came  back  with  some 
new  ideas  about  cattle  handling,  extended 
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fall  grazing  and  hay  feeding  systems. 
One  member  went  back  and  bought  a  "Bale 
Miser"  from  Laurie  Guichon  of  Quilchena, 
and  used  it  to  feed  out  round  bales  on 
stubble  fields  during  the  winter.  Next 
November,  the  group  is  planning  to  tour 
medium  sized  cow-calf-f eedlot  operations 
in  east  central  Alberta. 

If  you  feel  that  such  a  self-help 
cattlemens  group  would  be  valuable,  why 
not  drop  in  and  talk  it  over  with  your 
District  Agriculturist. 

FINALLY— A  NEW  BATCH  OF  COMMANDMENTS 

Most  cattlemen  realize  that  a  short 
calving  period  results  in  a  more  uniform 
(and  higher  priced)  calf  crop.  One  of 
the  big  advantages  however,  of  the 
efforts  to  shorten  calving,  is  healthier 
and  more  productive  cows.  Here  are  the 
"new"  commandments. 

1.  Select  the  herdsire  with  a  birth 
weight  lower  than  the  breeder's  herd 
average  and  a  weaning  weight  higher 
than  that  herd  average.  If  the  herd 
has  been  indexed,  choose  a  sire  with 
birth  and  weaning  indexes  above  100. 
Ensure  that  scrotal  circumference 
exceeds  breed  average  for  age  of  the 
bull.  Have  bull(s)  examined  by  a 
veterinarian,  and  feet  trimmed,  at 
least  three  weeks  before  use.  If 
more  than  one  bull  is  in  the  breeding 
program,  put  bulls  together  at  least 
three  weeks  before  breeding. 

2.  Flush  cows  and  heifers  60  days 
before  calving  ====^ this  reduces  the 
time     from    calving    to     first  heat. 

3.  Continue  increased  feeding  levels  to 
breeding  ====^  this  ensures  more  cows 
cycling. 

4.  Expose  heifers  to  bull  20  days  before 
cows  =====>>  this  allows  necessary 
recovery  time  for  heifers  rebreeding 
at  2  years  of  age. 


5.  Assist  calvings  to  reduce  labor 
time  =====^  longer  labor  results  in 
reduced  conception  rates. 

6.  Select  heifers  from  cows  which  calve 
during  the  first  and  second,  third 
of  the  calving  period.  eg.  Calving 
period  January  1  to  March  31  (90 
days) : 

1st  third  is  Jan  1-30  (30  days) 
2nd  third  is  Jan  31-Mar  1  (30  days) 
final    third    is   Mar   2-31    (30  days). 

7.  Cull  those  cows  repeatedly  calving 
during  the  final  third  of  the 
calving  period. 

8.  Select  and  breed  50%  more  heifers 
than    needed     for    herd  replacements 

this  allows  more  for  culling  at 
preg  testing  time,  to  shorten  the 
calving  period. 

9.  Preg  test  and  cull  late  calvers, 
open  cows  and  open  heifers. 

10.  Set  goals  for  calving: 

25  days  for  heifers 
45  days  for  cows. 

******** 

That's  it  for  now.  The  move  within 
the  Department  to  cut  costs  wherever 
possible  means  fewer  of  these 
newsletters.  If  you  want  to  talk  over 
items  from  this  letter,  or  any  other 
problems,   don't  hesitate  to  call. 

Have  a  good  summer. 
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MISSED  HEAT  -  OR  -  EARLY  EMBRYONIC  DEATH? 

When  a  cow  returns  to  heat  about  40 
days  after  AI  service,  many  producers 
feel  that  failure  to  detect  estrus  is  the 
problem.     The  average  estrous  cycle 
length  in  cattle,  or  the  interval  between 
two  heat  periods,   is  21  days.     So,   it  is 
possible  that  faulty  heat  detection  at  18 
to  25  days  after  first  service  results  in 
a  40-day  interval  between  inseminations 
or  breedings.     However,   if  the  heat 
detection  and  breeding  management  system 
are  sound,  it  is  more  likely  that  the  cow 
is  at  fault:     she  has  reabsorbed  or 
sloughed  an  embryo. 

Pregnancy  losses  can  occur  at  the 
following  times  after  breeding: 

1)  Fertilization  Failure  -  occurs  by 
3  days  post-breeding 

2)  Embryonic  Death  - 

a)  at  6  to  8  days  post-breeding  when 
the  embryo  is  at  the  blastocyst 
stage  and  has  entered  the  uterus; 

b)  at  16  days  post-breeding  at  the 
time  of  maternal  recognition  of 
pregnancy,  or 

c)  at  about  33  days  post-breeding  at 
the  time  of  implanation 

3)  Abortion  -  occurs  between  35  and  260 
days  post-breeding. 

There  will  be  a  series  of  meetings 
across  the  Peace  with  Dr.  Laura  Rutter 
of  the  Animal  Industry  Division  of 
Alberta  Agriculture,  covering  this  vital 
topic  of  open  cows.     Check  with  your 
District  Agriculturist  for  more 
information . 


BLOAT 

Late  summer's  rains  have  encouraged 
growth  of  legumes  in  the  Peace.  It 
makes  good  sense  to  use  this  feed  as 
pasture,  but  bloat  is  usually  a  serious 
problem.     Risk  of  bloat  is  highest  with 
alfalfa  and  red  clover,   but  even  alsike 
can  be  dangerous. 

The  trick  to  the  successful  grazing 
of  legumes  is  to  provide  coarse  feed  in 
order  to  "tickle"  the  rumen  and 
encourage  belching,   and  also  to  provide 
a  means  of  reducing  foam  that  traps  gas 
in  the  rumen.     By  allowing  cattle  to 
have  free  access  to  hay  on  legume 
pasture,  enough  coarse  feed  enters  the 
rumen  to  prevent  serious  bloat  from 
occurring.     Along  with  this  though, 
products  such  as  "bloat-guard"  or  even 
granular  washing  soap  added  to  loose 
salt  will  reduce  the  foam  associated 
with  bloat. 

Cattle  should  not  be  chased  or 
disturbed  when  grazing  legume  pasture. 
Often  the  rumen  of  cattle  full  of 
legumes  is  similar  to  a  bottle  of  coke, 
if  you  shake  vigorously,  a  lot  of  froth 
is  produced. 


NITRATES 

Drought  conditions,   followed  by  fast 
growth  tend  to  increase  the  levels  of 
nitrates  in  grain  hay  or  "greenfeed". 
Nitrates  from  feed  are  converted  to 
ammonia  in  the  rumen  of  cattle  and 
sheep.     However  if  an  excess  of  ammonia 
is  produced,   then  the  bacteria  start  to 
turn  nitrates  into  nitrites.  Nitrites 
are  absorbed  into  the  blood  stream  and 
reduce  the  oxygen  carrying  ability  of 
the  blood.     The  animal  may  be  killed  by 
suffocation  from  this  reaction. 
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The  fact  is  that  not  many  animals  die 
from  nitrate  poisoning.     If  the  bacteria 
in  the  rumen  obtain  extra  energy,  such 
as  grain,   they  will  use  more  and  more  of 
the  ammonia  produced  by  nitrates,  and 
danger  of  poisoning  is  greatly  reduced. 

If  you  fear  that  your  oat  or  barley 
greenfeed  is  high  in  nitrates,  send  a 
sample  to  one  of  the  feed  testing  labs. 
The  result  will  show  you  just  how  much 
other  feed  will  have  to  be  mixed  to 
reduce  nitrate  poisoning  risks.  Your 
District  Agriculturist  can  help  you  get 
your  samples  analysed. 


BACKGROUNDING  CALVES 

Backgrounding  is  a  term  used  to 
describe  a  feeding  system  for  calves, 
with  which  the  weight  gains  are 
restricted  to  1  or  1^  lbs  daily.  Calves 
are  fed  all  winter  under  this  system, 
and  when  turned  out  on  grass  as 
yearlings,  tend  to  grow  faster  than 
normal.     This  sudden  growth  is  termed 
compensatory  gain.     In  other  words,  the 
calves  "compensate"  on  good  grass  for 
the  semi-starvation  diet  during  the 
winter  backgrounding  period. 

When  winter  feed  is  costly, 
backgrounding  may  be  profitable.  But 
this  year,  with  fairly  extensive  cheap 
grain  supplies,  systems  that  encourage 
faster  gains  are  likely  going  to  be  more 
profitable . 

The  reason  for  this  is  that  about  80% 
of  all  feed  for  calves  is  used  for 
maintenance  —  this  means  no  growth.  It 
only  takes  a  little  extra  feed  to  make 
cheap  growth  gains. 

Consider  your  feed  supplies,  and  if 
they  are  plentiful,  try  to  feed  your 
calves  to  gain  2  lbs  or  more  daily.  At 
these  calf  prices,  the  returns  will  be 
greater. 


BEEF  CATTLE  DAYS,  DECEMBER   10  &  11,  1987 

Attached  you'll   find  the  Beef  Cattle 
Days  agenda  for  Thursday  and  Friday, 
December  10  &  11. 

Those  of  us  on  the  planning  committee 
are  looking  forward  to  another 
interesting  two  days  at  Fairview  and 
Valleyview.     We're  encouraging  District 
Agriculturists  throughout  the  Peace  to 
come  and  bring  a  carload  of  cattlemen 
with  them. 

Fill  out  and  return  the  form  as  soon 
as  you  can,  so  that  we  can  plan  the 
banquets . 


CATTLEMEN'S  TOURS 

We  are  arranging  two  tours  during 
November . 


1.  Nicola  Valley  Ranch  Tour 

November  23-25,  1987 

By  chartered  Greyhound  bus,  we  leave 
the  parking  lot  of  the  Grande  Prairie 
Auction  Mart  at  8:00  AM  on  November  23rd. 
Overnight  at  the  Stockmans  Inn  in 
Kamloops,  and  tour  the  Guichon  Cattle 
Co.,  Quilchena  Cattle  Co.  and  Douglas 
Lake  Cattle  Co.  on  November  24th. 
Overnight  at  the  Stockmans  Inn  and  return 
to  Grande  Prairie  at  8:00  PM  November 
25th.     I'll  be  the  tour  guide. 

If  the  bus  is  filled  with  47  people, 
the  cost  for  each  will  be  $50.00. 
Budget  $175-$200  for  the  entire  trip. 

Those  wishing  to  join  should  make 
cheques  payable  to  "South  Peace  Forage 
Association"  in  the  amount  of  $50.00, 
and  send  the  cheque  to  Bill  Smith,  D.A., 
Room  3101,  Provincial  Bldg,   10320-99  St., 
Grande  Prairie  T8V  6J4  (403)538-5285 
before  November  15,  1987. 
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2.  Central  Alberta  Tour 

November  17-20,  1987 

This  is  a  tour  of  cow-calf  operations 
and  feedlots  in  central  Alberta,  with  an 
attempt  to  line  up  some  innovative 
outfits.     The  push  to  have  this  tour  came 
from  the  people  who  attended  last 
year's  Nicola  Valley  Ranch 
tour. 

The  cost  of  this  tour  will  be  about 
the  same  as  the  ranch  tour,  and  the  tour 
guide  will  be  Valleyview  D.A.  Darryl 
Wells.     For  more  information,  contact 
the  Valleyview  District  Agriculturist 
office  at  524-3301. 

Both  these  tours  are  filling  up  fast, 
so  get  your  name  in  quickly  if  you  want 
to  go. 


REEF  HERD  MANAGEMENT  REFERENCE  BINDER 

This  is  a  major  800  page  reference 
guide  for  cattlemen,   and  It's  available 
for  $35.00.     For  this  price  up-to-date 
fact  sheets  will  be  mailed  out  to 
purchasers  for  five  years. 

Various  people  have  been  named  to  be 
editorial  "chairmen"  of  the  different 
chapters.     I  have  the  job  of  keeping 
"handling  facilities"  up  to  date,  and 
I'll  be  looking  for  ideas  from  purchasers 
of  the  manual.     An  order  form  is 
attached . 

************* 

That's  all  this  time  around  —  I  hope 
to  see  some  of  you  on  the  field   trip,  and 
lots  of  you  at  Beef  Cattle  Days. 


L.  Trevor  Jones 

Regional  Livestock  Specialist 


Peace  Country.  Box  7777,  Provincial  Building 
Fairview.  Alberta.  Canada  •  T0H  1L0 
403/835-2291 


BEEF  HERD 
MANAGEMENT 


FEE  $35.00 

Fee  in  full  must  accompany  registration 


REGISTRATION  FORM 

(PLEASE  PRINT) 


NAME 


Reference  Binder  and  Study  Guide  ADDRESS 


POSTAL  CODE 


PHONE 


SIGNATURE 


Rural  Education  and  Development  Associati 


Remit  $35.00  by  cheque  or  money  order  payable  to  RE  DA, 
1481  5-1 19th  Avenue,  Edmonton,  Alberta,  T5L  2N9 
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CALVING 


With  a  "total  approach"  outlook  on 
herd  management,  calving  is  the  final 
act  in  a  year  of  hard  work.  Shortening 
the  calving  period  to  a  45-60  day 
period  for  cows  and  25-28  days  for 
heifers  requires  intensive  nutritional 
and  breeding  management.    The  following 
have  been  identified  as  keys  to  success, 

Good  levels  of  nutrition  for  60  days 
before  calving,  and  from  calving  to 
breeding.    Particular  emphasis  is 
required  for  ENERGY,  VIT.  A, 
PHOSPHORUS,  and  TRACE  MINERALS. 

Bull  evaluation  by  a  veterinarian  at 
least  30  days  before  breeding. 

Avoiding  bull  stress  from  fighting, 
infection,  excessive  handling,  or 


undernutrition  during  breeding. 

Heifers  must  reach  at  least  60%  of 
their  mature  body  weight  before 
breedi  ng . 

Cull  out  those  cows  and  heifers  that 
a  fall  preg  check  shows  to  be  late 
cal vers . 

A  calving  profile  on  your  herd  will 
show  you  very  clearly  the  way  in  which 
your  calving  period  progressed.    To  get 
an  exact  picture,  try  to  do  a  profile  on 
first  calvers,  second  calvers  and  mature 
cows .    You  don't  even  have  to  have  your 
cows  identified  to  complete  a  profile, 
just  count  the  number  calving  in  each  21 
day  period  as  calving  progresses.  An 
example*  of  desirable  first  calvers  and 
mature  cow  calving  profiles  is  shown. 


DESIRABLE  COW  CALVING  PROFILE 


3  WEEK  PERIODS  FROM  START  OF  CALVING 


YQUR  COW  CALVING  PROFILE 


i      a      a      4      a      •      i  • 

3  WEEK  PERIODS  FROM  START  OF  CALVING 


DESIRABLE  HEIFER  CALVING  PROFILE 


YOUR  HEIFER  CALVING  PROFILE 


3  WEEK  PERIODS  FROM  START  OF  CALVING 


12  3  4  5*7 

3  WEEK  PERIODS  FROM  START  OF  CALVIN6 


CALVING  PROFILE  -  Divide  the  number  of  calves  born  in  each  21  day  period  by  the  total 
number  of  calves  born.    Multiply  this  number  by  100  to  obtain  percent. 

*From  the  1988  edition  of  the  Peace  Country  Cattle  Improvement  Program  (CIP)  calving 
and  weaning  record  book. 


The  bottom  line  of  course,  is  that 
shorter  calving  periods  provide  more 
uniform  calf  crops.    Continual  culling 


for  this  end  eliminates  cows  with  low 
ferti 1 itv. 


COLOSTRUM 


Colostrum  is  the  first  milk,  and  is 
so  important  that  it  is  literally  a 
"life  cocktail".    It's  full  of  large 
antibodies  that  protect  the  newborn  from 
diseases.    Without  these  antibodies,  the 
calf  has  no  hope  of  protection,  because 
it  is  weeks  before  the  immune  system  of 
the  calf  can  produce  its  own  antibodies. 

The  gut  of  the  calf  has  holes  in  the 
lining  about  the  same  size  as  the  large 
protective  antibodies,  and  can  absorb 
them  right  into  the  blood.  However, 
within  a  very  short  time  (and  some 
experts  say  within  45  minutes  of  birth) 
these  large  openings  close.    The  "life 
cocktail"  provides  protection  if  only 


taken  immediately  after  birth. 

The  antibody  levels  can  be  increased 
by  vaccinating  the  cow  at  least  three 
weeks  before  she  calves. 

Individual  cows  may  provide  poor 
colostrum.    This  can  be  measured  with 
a  hydrometer,  which  merely  shows  you 
the  thickest,  and  likely  the  highest 
antibody-containing  colostrum.  We're 
trying  the  Idaho  "col ostrometer"  at 
Brian  and  Marlene  Backus'  (Bear 
Canyon).    We'll  be  receiving  the 
Ethicom  Inc  hydrometer  from  Ontario, 
which  was  written  up  in  February 
Cattl emen. 
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BABY  CALF  SCOURS 


There  are  three  important  aspects 
involved  in  control  of  baby  calf  scours: 
Nutrition  of  the  cow,  Vaccination  before 
calving,  and  Management  at  calving.  Of 
these,  management  at  calving  may  play  an 
equal  role  to  the  other  two,  but  may  be 
more  neglected. 

I've  called  colostrum  a  "life 
cocktail"  because  of  its  value,  but  when 


one  considers  the  mouthful  a  calf 
sometimes  takes  in  with  that  first  suck, 
it  often  constitutes  a  "death  cocktail" 
of  manure  and  teeming  millions  of 
bacteria  and  viruses. 

For  this  reason  a  flow  pattern  for 
wintering  and  calving  is  a  vital  part  of 
scours  control.    The  following  is  a 
sample  diagram  of  this. 


W I NTER I NG  MATURE  COWS 


WINTERING  PROBLEM  COWS 


WINTERING  BRED  HEIFERS 


CALV I NG 
■^i  BARN 

* 

t 

IALV  1  NG 
/AT  I  ON 

1  r- 1  

PRE  - CALV I NG 
OBSERVAT 1  ON 

POST-< 
OBSER> 

.1.1 

UP  TO    2  5 
COW -CALF  PAIRS 


UP   TO   2  5 
COW -  CALF  PAIRS 


UP  TO   2  5 
COW- CALF  PAIRS 


CIP  CALVING  RECORD  BOOKS 

The  1988  edition  of  the  Peace  Country 
Cattle  Improvement  Program  (CIP)  calving 
record  book  is  in  the  hands  of  vets, 
Agriculture  Service  Boards  and  D.A.'s 
across  the  Peace.    The  publication  was 
regrettably  delayed  as  a  result  of  the 
fire  at  the  Fairview  Post. 

This  new  (fluorescent  green)  edition 
of  the  CIP  has  some  changes  and 
improvements . 

The  spaces  have  been  enlarged  for  the 
not  so  dainty  writers. 

A  gestation  calculation  table  has 
been  added. 

The  calving  period  score  provides  for 
a  record  of  each  21  day  calving  period 
for  entry  into  the  calculation  of  the 
calving  profiles.    Desirable  profiles 


are  shown,  and  space  to  calculate  your 
cow  and  heifer  calving  profiles. 

"  Spaces  for  "Bull  Evaluation  Results". 

"  Spaces  for  "Vaccination/Treatment 
Records" . 

"  Spaces  for  "Death  Loss  Record". 

Preg  test  results  with  suggestions 
for  calculations  to  come  up  with  days 
for  "late  pregnancies". 

"  1988  and  1989  calendars. 

ID  suggestions. 

Weaning  records. 

There  is  room  for  up  to  180  calving 
cows,  and  a  mail  in  service  for  those 
who  wish  to  obtain  a  computer  printout 
(including  calving  profiles). 
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BULL  EVALUATION 


FAIRVIEW  BULL  TEST  STATION 


Part  of  the  efforts  to  shorten  the 
calving  period  have  to  be  centered 
around  identifying  fertile  bulls,  as 
compared  to  partly  fertile  ones. 
Veterinarians  will  carry  out  complete 
bull  evaluation  examinations,  and  this 
is  the  best  way  to  determine  whether  or 
not  a  bull  is  infertile  or  fertile. 

It  is  very  difficult  however,  to 
determine  whether  a  bull  can  actually 
service  a  cow  or  heifer  unless  this  is 
observed.    This  is  the  "libido"  test,  and 
should  be  carried  out  with  every  bull  on 
the  ranch  before  breeding  season  starts. 
It  consists  of  turning  the  bull  with  a 
restrained  cow,  and  if  two  services  take 
place  in  about  ten  minutes,  the  bull 
passes. 

A  bull  can  pass  the  veterinarian's 
evaluation,  and  the  home  libido  test, 
but  still  gives  no  indication  of  the 
level  of  fertility  he  possesses.  Dr. 
Glenn  Coulter,  Reproductive  Physiologist 
at  the  Lethbridge  Research  Station 
has  investigated  partial  infertility. 
Coulter  suggests  that  a  visual  assess- 
ment can  be  made  with  some  accuracy  as 
fol lows. 


Three  scrotal  shapes  commonly  seen  in 
beef  bulls  are  the  straight-sided 
scrotum  (A),  the  normal  scrotum  (B),  and 
the  wedge-shaped  scrotum  (C).  Scrotal 
shapes  A  and  C  are  the  least  desirable 
(from  Cates,  1975). 


The  first  sale  of  tested  bulls  will 
take  place  at  Fairview  College  on 
Saturday,  April  16  at  1:00  PM.  The 
following  bulls  completed  the  84  day 
weight  on  February  15. 


Shorthorn 

(  5) 

Angus 

26 

Hereford 

(22) 

Charolais 

(24) 

Simmental 

(15) 

Gelbvei  h 

(  6) 

Limousin 

(  7) 

Saler 

(  2) 

Pinzgauer 

(  2) 

TOTAL 

(109) 

VACCINATION  PROGRAMS 

While  working  with  a  cattleman 
recently  to  come  up  with  a  shorter 
calving  period,  the  local  vet  helped  out 
with  a  complete  herd  vaccination  program 
He  named  products,  amounts  and  dates  for 
vaccinations.    Now  the  cattleman  and  the 
vet  have  the  typed  outline  that  they  can 
refer  to  year  round.    Why  not  talk  to 
your  vet  about  a  complete  vaccination 
agenda  for  your  herd? 


DUST  OFF  THE  LICE 

The  lice  that  chew  all  the  hair  off 
cattle  this  time  of  year,  are  doing  well 
in  spite  of  all  the  Ivomec  and  pour-on 
systemics  you  may  have  used.  That's 
because  they  don't  suck  blood,  but  live 
off  the  flakes  of  skin  and  such  that 
collect  in  the  hair.  An  excellent  control 
is  a  dust  bag  containing  Rotenone  insec- 
ticide.   Placed  in  a  well  travelled  spot, 
the  bag  will  release  small  amounts  of 
insecticide  every  time  an  animal  brushes 
past.    Dust  bags  are  hard  to  get,  that's 
why  Joan  King,  Box  165,  Fairview, 
(596-2212)  is  making  them  at  her  home. 
They  cost  $35  each. 
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CORRALS 


CALF  WATERERS 


I'll  be  ready  to  start  corral  designs 
and  layouts  again  this  spring.    For  the 
past  couple  of  years,  I've  been  using 
these  thumb  rules. 

Planning  the  handling  corrals  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  operation,  lay  of 
the  land,  and  to  make  use  of  existing 
buildings,  fences,  etc.    Much  of  the 
design  work  involves  efforts  to  come 
up  with  a  safe  easy  system  that  the 
women  and  kids  can  use,  and  the  old 
man  can  enjoy  watching  them  work. 

Stake  out  the  entire  system,  and  do  a 
materials  and  cost  requirement. 

Build  one  of  each  kind  of  gate,  and 
assist  with  construction  problems  as 
required. 

Costs  during  the  past  year  averaged 
about  $1600  for  a  100  cow  handling  setup. 
Contact  your  District  Agriculturist  or 
my  office  if  you  want  to  discuss  it 
further. 


A    STANDARD    CORRAL  DESIGN. 
FLEXIBLE     ENOUGH    TO    TIT  ANYWHERE 


If  you  are  installing  an  automatic 
waterer  this  year,  plan  a  trouble  free 
installation.     Instead  of  bringing  water 
lines  up  to  the  waterer  in  a  4"  or  6" 
pipe  as  is  usual  ,  bring  it  through  a 
culvert.    Pour  the  concrete  pad  around 
the  top  of  the  culvert,  allowing  full 
circulation  of  air  between  the  culvert 
and  the  waterer.    The  size  of  the 
culvert  is  determined  by  the  size  of  the 
waterer.    Detailed  plans  are  available 
at  my  office. 


WATERER 
24"-30"  culvert 
water  and  power  lines 
sloped  concrete  pad 
raised,  packed  fill  24"  above  grade 


/dberra 

AGRICULTURE 
Field  Services 


L.  Trevor  Jones 

Regional  Livestock  Specialist 


Peace  Country,  Box  7777.  Provincial  Building 
Fairview.  Alberta.  Canada  •  TOH  1L0 
403/835-2291 
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9:00  A.M.  COFFEE  AND  REGISTRATION 

9:30  A.M.  WHAT  ARE  YOU  SELLING  &  WHAT  ARE  THE  CONDITIONS? 

-  L.    T.   JONES,   REGIONAL  LIVESTOCK  SPECIALIST 

ALBERTA  AGRICULTURE 
FAIRVIEW 

10:45  A.M.  COFFEE 

11:00  A.M.  BUYER'S  RESPONSIBILITIES:   LICENSING  &  BONDING 

-  BILL  SINCLAIR,   REGULATORY  SERVICES 

ALBERTA  AGRICULTURE 
GRANDE  PRAIRIE 

11:30  A.M.  THE  CREDIT  QUESTION 

-  GARY  CREELMAN,  MANAGER 

FAIRVIEW  &  DISTRICT  SAVINGS  & 
CREDIT  UNION  LTD. 

12:00  LUNCH  -  WILL  NOT  BE  PROVIDED 

1:00  P.M.  ELECTRONIC  MARKETING 

-  WILL  IRVINE,   CALGARY  PUBLIC  LIVESTOCK  MARKET 

CALGARY 

1:45  P.M.  VIDEO  SALES 

-  STEVE  WHITE,   SUPERIOR  LIVESTOCK 

GRACE,    IDAHO,  U.S.A. 
(Video  presentation  plus  interview  via  telephone) 

2:15  P.M.  FORWARD  CONTRACTING 

-  BRIAN  NILSSON,   NILSSON  BROS.  AUCTION 

CLYDE 

(Gary  Johnston  will  be  giving  a  presentation  on 
behalf  of  Brian  followed  by  an  interview  with 
Brian  via  telephone) 

2:45  P.M.  COFFEE 

3:00  P.M.  HOW  ARE  YOU  SELLING? 

PANEL  DISCUSSION: 

BEAR  CANYON  YEARLING  SALE  -  JERRY  HALE 

PRODUCER,  WORSLEY 
BRED  COW  SALE  &  PANORAMA  SALES  -  BOB  BALISKY 

PRODUCER,  DEBOLT 
HIGH  PRAIRIE  CALF  SALE  -  MELVIN  HILL 

PRODUCER,   HIGH  PRAIRIE 


REGISTRATION  FEE  $10 . 00/PERSON   (DOES  NOT  INCLUDE  LUNCH)   PAYABLE  AT  THE  DOOR 


CANADMNA 
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GOOD  GRASS  &  POISON  WEEDS 

For  all  but  those  cattlemen  in  the 
west  side  of  the  County  of  Grande 
Prairie,  the  rains  came  in  time  to  make 
this  look  like  a  great  forage  year.  Some 
southern  cattlemen  will  be  looking  for 
grass  and  hay,  so  those  of  you  with 
surplus  feed  and  grazing  would  do  well  to 
check  the  newspaper  ads.  This  is  the 
year  that  fertilizer  and  hay  preservative 
will  pay  off! 

With  the  good  comes  the  bad  though, 
and  a  year  like  this  is  not  only  good  for 
grass,  but  poisonous  weeds  also.  The 
killer  is  Water  Hemlock,  but  it  also  goes 
by  names  like  cowbane,  poison  parsnip, 
wild  parsnip,  snake  root,  snake  weed, 
spotted  hemlock,  spotted  cowbane,  false 
parsley,  poison  hemlock  or  spotted 
parsley.  Water  Hemlock  is  found  in  moist 
swampy  areas,  has  an  umbrella  like 
cluster  of  small  white  flowers,  and  a 
bulbous  root.  One  piece  of  root  no 
bigger  than  a  walnut  will  kill  a  full 
grown  cow  --  or  man.  Any  deads  on  grass 
where  there  are  low  spots,  means  that  the 
first  thing  to  look  for  is  Water  Hemlock. 
Don't  be  fooled  into  thinking  the 
critter  died  of  bloat  -  they  always  seem 
to  look  that  way. 


TOTAL  BEEF 


Cattlemen  across  the  Peace  will  see 
this  symbol  a  lot  in  the  next  couple  of 
years.  Alberta  Agriculture  in  the  Peace 
will  be  emphasizing  beef  herd  management, 
and  I  will  be  gearing  up  on  June  22  and 
23  to  talk  over  the  situation  for  the 
coming    winter    with    our    Peace  Region 


OA's.  A  regional  committee  has  been 
formed  that  will  be  meeting  with  me  to 
bounce  ideas  back  and  forth.  I've 
promised  them  not  to  take  up  too  much 
time,  and  use  them  as  "idea-people". 
They  are: 

Brian  &  Marlene  Backus,  Cherry  Point 
Jim  &  Shirley  Nicklason,  Deadwood 
Bob  &  Ruth  Bali  sky,  Debol t 
Glen  &  Sheila  McCoy,  Bonanza 
Frank  &  Ruth  Pratt,  High  Prairie 
Dr.  Richard  McWatt,  Fairview 
Nora  Paulovich,  Manning 
Darryl  Wells,  Valleyview 

I  want  suggestions  from  cattlemen 
across  the  Peace  about  ways  in  which 
profits  can  be  improved.  Talk  to  one  of 
the  people  on  this  committee  if  you  have 
suggestions  to  offer. 


PEACE  COUNTRY  CIP  KEEPS  GROWING 

The  Peace  Country  Cattle  Improvement 
Program  (CIP)  is  in  its  fourth,  and 
probably  final  year  of  revisions.  Five 
hundred  copies  of  the  CIP  calving  record 
book  were  sent  to  cattlemen  this  year, 
and  it  appears  that  this  version  will 
become  the  permanent  edition. 

Recently  a  CIP  cow  record  form  was 
completed,  and  a  limited  number  are 
available.  For  those  who  want  an  ongoing 
record  for  each  cow,  this  sheet  follows 
exactly  the  CIP  calving  record  book. 
Sheets  are  available  at  my  office. 


THE  "UTINA"  IS  BACK! 

The  UTINA  PASTURE  PUMP  is  a  German 
engineering  marvel  that  has  been  around 
for  30  years,  but  Ketchum' s  Mfg.  Co. 
dropped  the  import  rights  several  years 
ago.  Jensen  Engineering  Ltd.  of  Olds 
(556-8755)  have  obtained  the  franchise, 
and  have  UTINA  pumps  available  for  $395 
each. 

The  UTINA  is  a  double  action  piston 
pump  operated  by  the  drinking  animal.  I 


used  one  at  Fairview  College  to  water 
cattle  and  sheep.  It's  ideal  if  you  want 
to  keep  animals  out  of  the  dugout,  and  it 
contains  its  own  trough. 


CORRAL  TIME 

Already  a  dozen  corral  setups  have 
been  laid  out,  and  are  ready  to  go.  My 
carpenter  technician,  Troy  Welander  is 
learning  the  ropes  and  starting  to  build 
gates.  If  you  could  use  help  with  your 
working  corral  layout  and  construction, 
contact     your     District  Agriculturist. 

Incidentally,  the  average  working 
corral  requires  about  6000  bd  ft  of 
2"  x  6"  x  12',  90  -  8ft  and  10ft  treated 
posts,  6  -  12ft  treated  poles  and  2  - 
14ft  treated  poles. 


TARGET  BREEDING  WEIGHT:    AGE  FOR  HEIFERS 

Developing  replacement  heifers  is  one 
of  the  most  expensive  phases  of  herd 
management. 

Heifers  that  conceive  early  in  the 
breeding  season,  set  the  stage  for  cows 
to  wean  more,  older  and  heavier  calves 
during  her  lifetime  in  the  herd. 

Heifers  bred  on  their  third  estrus 
cycle  had  87%  conception  in  a  recent 
Montana  experiment,  compared  to  heifers 
bred  on  their  first  estrus  at  only  57% 
conception. 

Heifers  don't  reach  their  third  estrus 
cycle  until  they  reach  a  weight  about 
equal  to  60%  of  their  expected  mature 
weight.  This  shows  how  important 
the  winter  growing  ration  is  for 
replacements . 
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North  Peace  Forage 
Association 


WANT  TO  KNOW  THE  FEED  VALUE  OF  YOUR  HAY? 

ARE  YOU  LOOKING  FOR  BUYERS  FOR  YOUR  HAY? 

The  North  Peace  Forage  Association  will  be  doing  independent 
hay  sampling  and  testing  for  any  farmers  who  wish  to  know  the  feed 
value  of  their  hay.     For  farmers  considering  selling  their  hay, 
after  a  feed  test  has  been  done,   their  names  will  be  placed  on  a  list 
to  be  circulated  to  all  the  Agriculture  offices  across  Alberta  so, 
buyers  will  know  where  hay  is  available.     There  will  be  a  charge  for 
sampling  and  feed  testing  but,  listing  the  hay  will  be  free  of  charge. 

If  anyone  is  interested  or  wants  more  information,  please  contact 
the  manager,  Lori  Topilko,  at  835-2241. 


THE  NORTH  PEACE  FORAGE  ASSOCIATION  IS  WORKING  TO  BRING  THE  HAY 
BUYERS  AND  SELLERS  IN  CLOSER  CONTACT  WITH  EACH  OTHER. 


Hay  Days 

The  North  Peace  Forage  Association  invites  you  to  join  them  for 
demonstrations  of  haying  equipment  and  a  hay  preservative. 

SUPER-HAY:     new  preservative  manufactured  by  Biotechnica 
Canada  Inc. 

:     representative  from  Terratron  Products,  Edmonton, 
on  hand  to  explain  and  answer  questions 
HAYING  EQUIPMENT:     Red  Line  Industries  -  Hay  Hiker  &  Round  Baler 

:     Ross  Farm  Power  -  Round  Baler  &  Mower  Conditioner 

:     Northwest  Farm  Supply  -  Round  Baler  &  Mower  Conditioner 

DATE  AND  TIME:     JUNE  21,   1988  AT  1:00  PM 

PLACE:     NORTH  OF  RAM  MOTORS  BY  THE  NEW  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
(across  from  the  ball  diamond) 

Refreshments  and  doughnuts  available  for  those  in  attendance. 


JOIN  THE  NORTH  PEACE  FORAGE  ASSOCIATION  AT  HAY  DAYS  AND  SEE  THE  HAYING 
EQUIPMENT  AND  HAY  PRESERVATIVE  AT  WORK  IN  ACTUAL  FIELD  CONDITIONS. 
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BLOOD  TEST  FOR  WARBLES 

A  test,  utilizing  a  new  process  to 
detect  cattle  grub  (warble)  antibodies 
in  the  blood  has  been  developed  at  the 
Lethbridge  Research  Station.  As  early 
as  October,  cattle  with  as  few  as  one  to 
three  grubs  can  be  detected.  The  test 
will  be  useful  in  checking  imported 
cattle,  or  detect  infected  cattle  within 
a  herd  and  thus  limit  pesticide 
application  to  the  entire  herd. 

The  test  must  be  validated  before  it 
can     be     made     available  commercially. 


Finally,  about  45  days  before 
breeding  next  year,  ask  your  vet  about 
performing  a  bull  evaluation  on  the  herd 
sires.  This  simple  test  will  provide 
positive  fertility  information,  and 
remove  some  of  the  cause  of  long  calving 
peri  ods . 

All  this  is  part  of  a  six  point 
management  package  to  increase  herd 
profits  by  shortening  the  calving  period, 
being  offered  by  Alberta  Agriculture  in 
the  Peace.  If  you  want  more  information, 
plan  to  attend  Beef  Cattle  Days  in  either 
Fairview  or  Valleyview  on  December  8  &  9. 


THINGS  TO  ASK  YOUR  VET  ABOUT 

There  are  three  things  that  should  be 
discussed  with  your  vet,  and  two  of  them 
should  be  done  real  soon.  Ask  him  about 
preg  testing  cows  and  heifers,  not  only 
to  find  open  females,  but  also  to  sort 
out  late  calvers.  The  whole  idea  is  to 
gradually  reduce  the  length  of  calving 
in  order  to  produce  a  more  uniform, 
profitable  calf  crop.  The  other 
discussion  should  be  about  a  herd  health 
program,  with  names  of  products  and 
vaccination  dates  for  different  groups 
of  cattle  within  the  herd. 


1986-87  BEEF  ROP  RESULTS  AVAILABLE 

The  Federal -Prov incia 1  ROP  program 
has  been  in  operation  since  1957  .  The 
Provincial  Department  of  Agriculture 
collect  the  data  from  enrolled  herds, 
while  processing  of  the  data  is  done  by 
the  Feds. 

The  1986-87  report  contains  informa- 
tion on  52,616  calves  from  1457  herds 
across  Canada. 

The  aim  of  the  ROP  program  is  to 
provide   information   on   heritable  traits 
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of  economic  importance,  namely,  calving 
ease,  weaning  weight  and  post  weaning 
weight. 

A  copy  of  the  report  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Red  Meat  Section,  Livestock 
Improvement  Division,  Agriculture 
Development  Branch,  Agriculture  Canada, 
Ottawa,  Ontario. 


EARTH  FIRST  AND  COWS  LAST? 

The  activist  environmental  group 
"Earth  First"  will  demonstrate  at 
Denver's  National  Western  Stock  Show  in 
January  against  cows.  Basically  they 
want  to  remove  livestock  from  the 
countryside,  because  they're  tired  of 
stepping  on  cow  patties  and  over  barb 
wire.  The  U.S.  National  Cattlemen's 
Association,  Public  Lands  Committee 
Chairman  Bud  Eppers,  warns  cattlemen  to 
not  be  complacent.  He  claims  cowboys 
have  stood  back  and  watched  long  enough, 
"Maybe  it's  time  we  made  a  few  signs  to 
make    sure    our    side    is    heard  too..." 

We've  got  activist  groups  like  "Earth 
First"  in  Canada.  The  unfortunate 
backlash  to  such  extremism  is  that 
legitimate  animal  care  groups  such  as 
the  Alberta  SPCA  suffer.  Recently  the 
ASPCA  went  on  a  fund  raising  and 
membership  drive  which  should  receive 
all  our  support.  If  you  didn't  get 
their  mail-out,  you  can  contact  them  at 
218,  3210  -  118  Avenue,  Edmonton  T5W  9Z9. 


BULL  LEASE  ARRANGEMENTS 

Several  cattlemen  have  asked  me  about 
bull  leasing  agreements.  The  only  "bull 
leaser"  that  I'm  aware  of  in  the  Peace 
is  Charlie  Johnson  at  Bear  Canyon 
(595-2294),  and  he  handles  only  Charolais 
and  Salers  bulls.  If  you  hear  of  any 
other  lease  arrangements,  or  if  you 
breeders  offer  such  deals,  I'd  appreciate 
a  call  (835-2291). 


BEEF  CATTLE  DAYS 

The  5th  Annual  Beef  Cattle  Days  will 
be  offered  again  at  Fairview  and 
Valleyview  on  December  8  and  9.  Look 
for  the  application  form  with  this 
newsletter.  We'd  like  to  have  pre- 
registrations ,  but  won't  turn  anybody 
away  at  the  door.  More  registration 
forms  are  available  at  ASB  and  DA 
off i  ces . 


CLEANER  DUGOUT  WATER 

For  the  last  24  years,  I've  been 
using  one  dugout  for  house  water  that 
has  gradually  started  to  weed  up  and 
generally  get  a  little  rank  from  time 
to  time.  I  put  in  an  aerator  about  five 
years  ago  that  bubbles  the  full  length 
of  the  dugout  all  winter.  That  was  the 
best  move  I  ever  made. 

I've  used  bluestone  for  algae  control 
almost  every  year,  but  I've  always 
drawn  the  line  at  the  use  of  herbicides, 
so  from  time  to  time  I  get  some  rank 
water  in  spite  of  the  aerator.  Ever 
since  I  read  that  bullrushes  take  up 
heavy  metals,  I've  quit  trying  to  kill 
them,  and  settle  for  a  burn  now  and  then. 

This  fall  we  had  a  spell  of  rank 
water,  so  I  put  in  two  sacks  of  limestone 
that  I  picked  up  at  my  feed  supply 
outlet.  The  water  cleared  up  within  a 
week,  and  has  remained  clear  looking, 
and  smelling  as  good  as  it  did  when  the 
dugout  was  new. 

Next     to      installing     an  aerator, 

treating  with    limestone   looks  like  the 

second  smartest  think  I  ever  did  with 
that  dugout. 


MEDICATED  FEED  WATCHDOGS 

A  series  of  meetings  sponsored  by 
Agriculture  Canada's  Food  Production  and 
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Inspection  Branch  were  held  across  the 
country  this  fall,  in  cooperation  with 
the  Canadian  Feed  Industry  Association. 
The  nearest  one  to  us  was  held  in  Dawson 
Creek,  with  only  a  handful  of  people 
attending. 

Hints  on  the  use  and  mixing  of 
medicated  feeds  were  discussed,  but  the 
real  message  was  that  from  here  on  in 
the  gloves  are  off  --  anyone  using 
medicated  feeds  had  better  be  careful 
and  follow  the  directions  or  the  Feds 
will  be  taking  some  action.  Feedmills, 
feed  outlets  and  farms  will  be  checked 
randomly,  and  if  medicated  feeds  are 
being  used,  they  will  be  sampled. 

If  you  are  at  all  unsure  about 
the  use  of  your  medicated  feeds  or 
additives,  give  the  people  a  call 
at  Agriculture  Canada,  Agriculture 
Inspection  Directorate,  Plant  Health  & 
Plant  Products,  Federal  Building,  Grande 
Prairie  (532-3202). 


CIP  CALVING  RECORD  BOOKS 

This  booklet  has  been  adopted  by 
Alberta  Agriculture  for  distribution 
throughout  Alberta,  and  by  the  B.C. 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  for  distribution 
there.  Thanks  to  all  those  cattlemen  in 
the  Peace  who  contributed  suggestions 
as  the  book  progressed  through  four 
editions.  Look  for  the  new  supply  to  be 
available  in  DA  offices  before  the  middle 
of  January. 

For  those  who  like  to  keep  an 
individual  permanent  cow  record  form, 
these  will  also  be  available.  The  cow 
record  forms  match  the  CIP  calving 
record  booklet. 


2ND  YEAR  FOR  FAIRVIEW  BULL  TEST  STATION 

We  thought  the  test  station  was  full 
last  year  with  109  bulls,  but  with  a 
little  juggling,  170  bulls  were  accepted 
this  year.  John  Milne,  College  Farm 
Manager,  tells  me  this  is  it  though,  and 
no   expansion    is    anticipated    in  future. 


More  space  is  probably  going  to  be 
needed  for  bull  testing,  and  another 
station  either  in  the  South  Peace,  or 
Dawson  Creek  area  will  likely  be 
developed . 

Progeny  testing  has  not  been 
considered  at  the  Fairview  Test  Station 
because  of  limited  space,  but  another 
station  would  likely  be  including  it. 
Progeny,  or  calves  from  known  bulls 
would  be  sent  to  a  feeding  test  and 
grown  out  to  slaughter  with  calves  sired 
by  other  bulls.  Superior  growth  of 
progeny  is  a  surefire  indication  of  a 
sires  growth  potential. 

CORRALS,  CORRALS,  AND  MORE  CORRALS  

We  had  another  active  summer  staking 
out  working  corrals  and  building  gates. 
The  size  of  the  Peace  Country  makes  it 
awkward  though  to  properly  service  all 
requests.  Next  year  I  hope  to  emphasize 
one  area  and  complete  as  many  as 
possible,  then  move  to  another  area  the 
f ol lowi ng  year. 

The  area  for  special  attention  will 
be  from  the  (big)  Smoky  River  through 
Debolt,  Valleyview,  Sunset  House,  High 
Prairie  and  over  to  Slave  Lake.  The 
carpenter  technician  will  live  in  the 
area.  You'll  be  hearing  more  from  the 
DA's,  Darryl  and  Gabe,  at  Valleyview  and 
High  Prairie.    The  agenda  will  be: 

1.  The  cattleman  leaves  his  name  at  the 
Valleyview  or  High  Prairie  DA  office. 

2.  We  will  stake  out  corrals  most 
suitable  to  that  operation,  and  draw 
up  a  list  of  materials. 

3.  When  posts  are  in  the  ground  and 
material  is  on  hand,  the  carpenter 
technician  will  build  one  of  each 
kind  of  gate  with  the  cooperation  of 
the  cattleman. 

4.  Assistance  will  be  available  during 
construction  to  solve  problems  that 
may  arise. 

Incidentally,  after  checking  with  the 
warden  at  Elk  Island  Park,  I  find  that 
our  standard  cattle  handling  design 
is  very  suitable  for  bison  handling 
f aci 1 i t ies . 
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PASTURE  FOR  DRY  SOUTHERNERS 

There  have  been  a  few  requests  from 
southern  and  central  Alberta  Cattlemen 
for  pasture  in  the  Peace  this  summer. 
Al  Taylor  and  Wayne  Arthur  tell  me  that 
all  ten  provincial  grazing  reserves  are 
full,  so  it  will  be  up  to  private  grass 
to  answer  any  needs.  So  far  Alberta 
Agriculture  hasn't  set  up  a  listing 
service,  and  cattlemen  looking  for  grass 
have  been  advised  to  advertize  their 
needs  in  the  local  papers.  If  you've 
got  grass  to  rent,  it  may  pay  tc 
advertize  now. 


CIP  NOW  AVAILABLE 

The  Cattle  Improvement  Program  (CIP) 
calving  record  book  is  now  published  in 
Alberta  and  B.C.  by  the  two  provincial 
Agriculture  Departments.  Industry  is 
showing  willingness  to  sponsor  publica- 
tion in  future.  An  editorial  group  of 
cattlemen  will  be  formed  to  provide 
annual  updates  on  ways  and  means  to 
improve  the  publication. 

The  CIP  herd  record  book  is  also 
available  for  those  wishing  to  keep 
individual  cow  record  forms.     This  book 


is  only  available  in  the  Peace,  and 
outlines  a  management  program  to  improve 
herd  profits  by  shortening  the  calving 
period.  To  assist  in  herd  record 
keeping,  the  following  sheets  are 
i  ncluded: 

•  individual  cow  record  forms 

•  herd  health  program 

•  feed  nutrient  analyses 

•  supplement  purchases 

•  herd  rations 

•  bul  1  evaluation 

•  diary  of  treatments 

•  calvina  summary 

•  calving  profiles 

•  gestation  tables 

•  annual  herd  performance. 

The  pages  are  available  from  D.A. 
offices,  or  this  office.  Each  sheet  is 
81  x  14,  and  designed  to  fit  a  legal 
file  folder. 

The  CIP  herd  record  book  is  designed  to 
take  permanent  entries  from  the  CIP 
pocket  book. 


NORTHERN  CIP  PROJECT 

To  demonstrate  how  CIP  may  be  applied  to 
herd  management  with  the  simple  goal  of 


shortening  calving  and  increasing  herd 
profits,  several  cattle  operations  in 
the  La  Crete,  High  Level  area  are  part 
of  a  three  year  project.  Nora  Paulovich, 
former  D.A.  at  Fairview,  and  husband  Bob 
Noble,  former  ADC  Loans  Supervisor,  will 
be  guiding  the  group  from  their  farm  at 
Manning.  Nora  was  an  enthusiastic 
supporter  of  CIP  during  the  last  few 
years  at  Fairview,  and  will  be  keeping 
in  close  touch  with  my  office  during 
each  production  year.  Bob  will  be 
offering  assistance  with  financial 
management.  D.A.  Paul  Laflamme  and 
D.H.E.  Dorene  Slater  will  be  assisting 
in  setting  up  the  financial  records  for 
each  cooperator. 


LIQUID  SUPPLEMENTS 

The  usual  requests  for  information  about 
"lick  tanks"  are  coming  in  again.  It 
seems  that  about  this  time  each  year  the 
chop  pails  get  awful  heavy,  and  people 
start  looking  around  for  an  easier  way 
to  feed  energy. 

Liquid  supplement  is  a  molasses  base, 
with  protein,  minerals  and  vitamins 
added.  It's  great  stuff  to  sucker  first 
calf  heifers  into  a  calving  corral,  or  to 
get  cows  to  consume  unpalatable  hay. 
However  it  is  an  energy  source  mainly, 
and  the  price  is  high.  In  fact  the  cost 
of  one  pound  of  liquid  supplement  energy 
will  buy  about  30  pounds  of  barley 
energy.  I  believe  the  economists  refer 
to  that  as  "opportunity  cost". 


CORRAL  PLANNING  TIME 

The  corral  planning  and  staking  business 
starts  soon.  Again  this  year,  I  will 
have  a  carpenter  technician  to  assist  in 
construction  hints  and  gate  building. 
This  year,  I'll  be  trying  to  catch  up  on 
the  work  in  the  Debolt,  Valleyview  and 
High  Prairie  areas,  but  will  be  available 
to  assist  cattlemen  across  the  Peace. 
Contact  your  D.A.  or  my  office  if  you 
want  help.  First  come  first  serve  as 
usual . 


NATIONAL  TRIPARTITE  STABILIZATION  CHANGES 

A  "notice  of  program  changes"  arrived 
March  Gth,  and  is  available  at  all  D.A. 
offices.  There  are  new  minimum  slaughter 
weights  for  the  slaughter  program, 
and  a  new  "one  time  only"  enroll- 
ment opportunity  for  non-participating 
producers  before  April  28,  1989. 

There  is  a  past-participation  "bonus" 
for  creation  of  a  new  premium  structure 
on     the     cow-calf     plan.  All  new 

enrollments    are    due    April     28,  1989. 


CANADA-ALBERTA  FORAGE  DROUGHT  ASSISTANCE 

March  31  was  the  last  day  for  application 
for  1989,  or  to  cancel  last  year's 
program.  Information  is  available  from 
Alberta  Hail  &  Crop  Insurance  Corporation 
representatives. 


BULL  EVALUATION    AND  HERD    HEALTH  PROGRAM 

If  you  ask  your  vet  to  do  a  "bull 
evaluation"  on  your  bulls,  he'll  know 
exactly  what  you  want.  He'll  give  the 
bull  a  physical,  measure  the  scrotum, 
and  collect  a  semen  sample  to  assess 
both  sperm  motility  and  morphology.  If 
your  bulls  pass  you  can  be  confident  they 
are  fertile,  and  all  that  remains  is  to 
be  sure  they  actually  breed  cows.  Check 
with  your  vet  about  thirty  days  before 
you  plan  to  turn  the  bull  out.  At  the 
same  time,  talk  to  him  about  drawing  up 
a  herd  health  program  for  your  herd. 
He's  got  both  of  these  CIP  sheets  by  now. 


FAIRVIEW  BULL  TEST  CENTER 

It's  been  an  interesting  second  year  for 
the  bull  test  station  at  Fairview 
College  with  170  bulls  on  test.  The 
following  is  the  breakdown  by  breed  and 
number  on  test. 


Angus  (31) 
Hereford  (14) 
Salers  (14) 
Limousin  (10) 


Simmental  (33) 
Shorthorn  (17) 
Gelbveih  (10) 
Charolais  (40) 
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The  feed  this  year  is  alfalfa  silage, 
ground  hay,  grain  ana  supplement.  Most 
months  I've  been  on  the  scale,  and  have 
been  adjusting  the  rations  from  time  to 
time  depending  on  condition.  By  sale 
time  on  April  15,  the  bulls  should  be  in 
good  thrifty  condition.  Growth  has  been 
excellent,  and  after  all  culling  has  been 
done,  between  65  and  80  bulls  will  be 
eligible  for  sale. 


COW  SIZE  AND  PROFITS 

There  has  been  some  recent  research 
published  from  Guelph,  in  which  medium 
and  large  frame  sized  cows  were  managed 
in  confinement  between  1979  and  1983. 
Data  was  collected  on  660  calvings,  and 
calves  were  finished  to  slaughter  weight 
in  confinement.  They  reached  these 
conclusions: 

1.  Where    herd   size    is    limited   only  by 
space   or    labour,    not   feed  supplies. 

a )  increased  milk  yield  results  in 
enough  extra  weaned  calf  weight  to 
pay  for  the  extra  feed 

b )  increased  cow  weights  results  in 
larger  feedlot  cattle  that  more 
than  pay  for  extra  feed. 


2.  Where    herd   size    is    limited   by  feed 
supplies. 

a )  cow  weight  and  milk   yield  effects 
on  profitability  are  very  small. 

Other  researchers  have  drawn  similar 
conclusions,  but  many  have  pointed  out 
the  difficulties  of  coming  to  useful 
conclusions  based  on  the  conditions 
imposed  by  research.  Dr.  C.R.  Long 
(Nebraska)"  wrote  in  1973  that  "it  is 
virtually  impossible  to  examine  complete 
production  systems  by  conventional 
experimental  techniques".  Dr.  R.  Notter 
(Nebraska)    concluded    in    1979    that  "if 


feed  quality   is  not   limiting  and  if  all 

animals    are    fed    at    the    same    level  ir. 

relation    to    their    body    size,    and  if 

degree     of     maturity     at     weanino  and 

slaughter    are    the    same,    there    is  no 

indication  that  mature  size  has  any 
bearing  on  profitability". 

There  are  so  many  "ifs"  about  research 
findings  that  maybe  the  bottom  lines 
about  cow  size  should  be  based  on 
practical  cattlemen's  experience,  such 
as  the  following. 

1.  If  you've  got  lots  of  grass  and  lots 
of  winter  feed,  then  go  for  large 
frame  cows. 

2.  If  you've  got  poor  range,  and  have 
to  budget  low  quality  feed  during 
the  winter,  then  maybe  you  should 
be  using  small  or  medium  frame 
cows. 

3.  Regardless  of  the  above,  profitability 
will  be  most  directly  related  to 
reproductive  efficiency  [%  calves 
weaned  to  cows  exposed  to  bulls)  and 
length  of  the  calving  period.  This 
is  the  reasoning  behind  C1P  in  the 
Peace . 

1988  BEEF  CATTLE  DAYS  PROCEEDINGS 
AVAILABLE 

There  are  extra  copies  at  the  regional 
office  and  at  D.A.  offices  across  the 
Peace . 


AND  FINALLY,  ON  A  LOUSY  NOTE   

Not  all  those  lice  working  away  at  the 
bare  spots  on  your  cattle  are  going  to 
be  killed  by  any  of  the  systemics  such 
as.  spotton,  lysoff  or  neguvon,  simply 
because  they  don't  suck  blood,  ^hey  are 
chewing  lice,  and  live  on  scaly  skin, 
and  juicy  stuff  like  hair  follicles, 
so  they  can  only  be  killed  by  a 
contact  insecticide  such  as  dri-kill  or 
malathion  in  a  dust  bag  or  oiler. 
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THE  FORAGE  PAGE 

I've  offered  this  part  of  the  newsletter 
to  the  three  forage  associations  in  the 
Peace,  and  this  issue  contains  a  review 
of  the  March  1989  issue  of  the  North 
Peace  Forage  Association  (NPFA) 
Newsletter. 


NEW  MANAGER  FOR  THE  NPFA 

Peter  Lundgard  (835-2241  )  is  the  newly 
appointed  Manager,  working  out  of  the 
district  extension  office  in  the 
Fairview  Provincial  Building.  The  NPFA 
office  address  is  Box  819,  Fairview 
TOH  1L0. 


ANNUAL  MEETING 

Held  on  January  10,  1989,  the  following 

directors  were   installed:  Don  Thomas, 

Klaas   Sipma,   Ken   Eastman,  Pat  Eastman, 

Jim  Maxwell,  Neil  Boyd,  Byron  King, 
Steve  Heibert  and  Rick  Keillor.  The 
President  is  Neil  Boyd. 


INTENSIVE  GRAZING  DEMONSTRATION 

In  1985,  a  cooperative  grazing  project 
was  initiated  between  North  Peace  Forage 
Association,  Alberta  Lands  under  Jim 
Maxwell,  and  cattleman  Ed  Connelley  at 
Brownvale.  The  funding  was  provided  in 
part  by  Farming  for  the  Future. 

The  project  involved  implementing  the 
following    cattle    and   grass  management. 

1.  Connelley's  480  acre  grazing  lease 
was  subdivided  into  10  units  with 
single  strand  (electrified)  high 
tensile  wire.  Eight  pastures  were 
improved,  and  two  were  Aspen  forested. 

2.  Cattle  weights  were  taken  annually 
from  1985  to  1988  inclusive. 

3.  Changes  in  grass  species  were 
monitored  to  clock  changes  occurring 
from  rational  grazing. 


4.  In  the  final  year,  calves  were  weaned 
earlier,  and  cows  remained  grazing 
into  late  fall.  The  results  were  as 
fol lows: 

-  rotational  grazing  was  cost 
effective 

-  carrying  capacity  increased 

-  grazing  season  lengthened 

-  calf  daily  gain  stabilized, 
and  there  was  an  increase 
in  total  weights 

-  range  conditions  steadily 
improved . 

More  details  are  available  in  the  March 
1989  NPFA  Newsletter. 


ALFALFA  CUBING  AT  WHITELAW 

Mullink  Brothers  Dairy  at  Whitelaw  has 
embarked  on  an  alfalfa  hay  cubing 
project,  and  anticipate  marketing  the 
equivalent  of  10,000  round  alfalfa  bales 
locally   and    to    Pacific   rim  countries. 

Clean  alfalfa  stands  are  mower- 
conditioned  at  20%  bloom,  with  a  second 
cut  in  late  August.  The  hay  is  baled  at 
no  more  than  12%  moisture. 

Following  the  grain  harvest  bales  are 
tub  ground  into  l"-4"  lengths  and  heated 
to  80°F,  and  moisture  reduced  to  6% 
moisture.  As  the  ground  dried  alfalfa 
is  conveyed  to  the  cuber  3  to  4%  water 
and  1%  Bentonite  is  added  to  reduce 
"fines"  after  cubing. 

The  setting  up  was  done  quickly  in  late 
1988,  but  now  that  the  operation  is 
"go",  more  alfalfa  will  be  worked  into 
the  Mullinks'  grain  rotation. 

/dlberra 

 AGRICULTURE  

L.  Trevor  Jones 

Regional  Livestock  Specialist 


Peace  Country,  Box  7777.  Provincial  Building 
Fairview.  Alberta.  Canada  •  TOH  1LO 
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BEEF  CATTLE  DAYS 

The  sixth  annual  event  will  be  limited 
to  one  day,  December  7th,  and  will  be 
held  simultaneously  in  Fairview  and  High 
Prairie.    This  year,  a  new  look  to  Beef 
Cattle  Days  will  be  apparent  --  one  day 
sessions,  and  held  in  more  centers.  For 
example,  Beef  Cattle  Days  on  January  17th 
will  be  held  in  Grande  Prairie. 
(Agendas  attached.)    Later  stL 
in  the  winter  another  day  JHk 
will  be  held  either  in  High 
Prairie  or  Valleyview.  jliilJ^ 

Beef  Cattle  Days'   success  has  fflBllfl 

been  due  to  the  tremendous  \y  \ 

support  from  cattlemen  and  4H^H%':Vj 
Agricultural  Service  Boards. 


CUSTOM  FEEDING  CALVES 

Because  of  the  narrow  profit  margins 
shaping  up  for  calf  feeding,  some 
outfits  have  given  up  buying  calves,  and 
are  custom  feeding  for  others.    Here  are 
a  few  pointers  to  think  about  if  you're 
considering  custom  feeding  calves. 

1.  Draw  up  a  contract  with  the  customer, 
and  outline  all  the  terms.    Each  of 
you  keep  a  copy. 

2.  Your  charges  should  include  the 
following  considerations. 

a)  Processing  cost.    Usually  a  flat 
rate  per  head  to  brand,  dehorn, 


vaccinate  and  warble  treat  upon 
arrival.    Cost  of  drugs,  labour  and 
facilities  are  included.  Usually 
pa  id  up  front . 

b)  Monthly  charge  for  agreed  gain, 
but  only  a  portion  paid  monthly. 
For  example,  if  agreed  gains  are  1J 
lbs  daily  at  50c / lb  of  gain,  then 
the  monthly  bill  for  1  lb  (60c/day/ 
head)  is  charged.    The  balance  is 
paid  at  the  end  of  the  feeding 
period  when  scale  weights  show 
actual  gains. 

Flat  daily  rates  are  easier  to 
live  with  since  the  total  amount 
can  be  billed  monthly.    At  506 /lb 
cost  and  U  "lbs  gain,  the  daily 
bill  would  be  75c/head,  paid 
monthly.    Feeders  have  to  be 
skilled  to  gain  the  confidence 
of  customers  for  this  type  of 
contract.    Weighing  and  monthly 
hold  backs  can  be  worked  out. 

c)  Death  loss  sharing  has  to  be 
spelled  out  clearly.    Usually  calf 
purchase  costs  for  deads  are  borne 
by  the  customer,  and  the  feeder's 
loss  is  the  value  of  the  feed. 
Sometimes  death  loss  levels  are 
worked  out  (en.  3C  for  calves,  II 
for  yearlings'  and  different  loss 
shares  over  these  levels  are 
arranged.    Vet  costs  for  agreed 
percentage  losses  are  paid  for 

by  the  feeder. 

d)  Length  of  feeding  period  should 
be  agreed  upon,  and  if  possible, 
arrival  and  departure  dates. 


CORRAL  LAYOUTS 

Since  May  15th,  seventy  working  corral 
layouts  have  been  planned  in  the  Peace 
through  this  office.    Most  are  in  various 
stages  of  construction,  and  will  be 
completed  during  the  winter.    This  brings 
to  more  than  POO  the  number  of  setups 
staked  out  during  the  last  four  summers. 

The  corral  carpenter  this  summer  was  Rod 
Burnett  who  farms  near  Sunset  House. 
Rod  followed  me  around  the  Peace  to 
provide  assistance  with  gate,  chute  and 
"blind  box"  construction. 

If  you  feel  that  you  could  use  this 
service  next  summer,  contact  your 
District  Agriculturist,  or  this  office. 


HIGH  FIBER,  LOW  ENERGY 

Any  hay  harvested  later  than  early  July, 
is  going  to  be  of  poor  quality  this  year. 
This  is  not  only  because  of  rain  damage, 
but  also  because  cutting  was  delayed  and 
the  crop  mature.    Maturity  means  high 
fiber,  which  in  turn  means  low  energy. 
Since  this  kind  of  feed  slows  down 
digestion,  it  creates  an  energy  deficit, 
particularly  in  cold  weather. 

There  are  two  ways  in  which  this  problem 
can  be  remedied:     chop  the  hay  to 
increase  consumption,  or  feed  grain 
with  it.    Don't  be  too  concerned  about 
lightweight  grain  because  unless  it's 
seriously  underweight,  there  doesn't 
seem  to  be  much  energy  reduction. 

MOLDY  FEED 

It  is  anticipated  that  there  may  be 
problems  due  to  moldy  feed  this  winter. 


While  a  variety  of  mycotoxins  have  been 
identified  in  moldy  reeds,  there  are 
really  only  two  major  concerns.  The 
first  is  dicoumarol  poisoning  from  moldy 
sweet  clover  and  the  second  is  abortions 
caused  by  a  variety  of  mold  in  other 
forages.    Unfortunately,  there  is  no  way 
of  determining  whether  a  feed  is  safe 
either  from  observation  or  through 
laboratory  testing.    Only  relatively 
small  portions  of  a  bale  may  contain 
toxins,  thus,  negative  laboratory 
examinations  give  us  no  meaningful 
information  on  the  safety  of  the  feed. 
Feeds  that  appear  very  moldy  may  not 
contain  toxins,  while  feed  that  looks 
relatively  good  may  have  a  high  level  of 
tox  ins. 

In  the  case  of  abortions,  the  only  safe 
recommendation  is  to  avoid  feedinq  any 
moldy  hay  to  pregnant  cows.    We  know 
that  the  more  mold  the  herd  is  exposed 
to  the  greafer  chance  of  abortions. 
This  year  where  it  may  be  impossible  to 
avoid  moldy  feed  altogether,  attempts 
should  be  made  to  discard  obviously 
spoiled  portions  of  feed.     Polling  out 
large  round  bales  may  help  reduce  the 
number  of  spores  that  cows  breathe  in. 
If  abortions  occur,  it  is  important  to 
submit  the  afterbirth  along  with  the 
aborted  fetus  when  trying  to  determine 
if  moldy  feed  is  a  factor. 

Cattle  can  stand  moderate  amounts  of 
moldy  sweet  clover  without  affecting 
their  blood  clotting  mechanism, 
particularly  if  they  can  be  allowed 
periods  without  the  feed  to  allow 
recovery.     If  moldy  sweet  clover  has  to 
be  used,  it  should  be  mixed  with  other 
forages  to  give  a  feed  that  is  a  maximum 
of  ?5V  sweet  clover.    This  mixture  can 
be  fed  for  two  weeks.    Then  the  animal 
should  be  allowed  a  week  on  other  feed 
before  putting  them  back  on  the  sweet 
clover  mixture  for  another  two  week 
period . 

Breathing  in  mold  spores  is  a  potential 
human  health  hazard  and  should  be  avoided 
as  much  as  possible. 

(contributed  by  Dr.  Jim  Henderson) 
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COW-CALF  CONTRACTS 


Over  the  years,  many  different  examples 
of  cow-calf  contracts  have  surfaced. 
Recently,  I  came  across  one  that  is  into 


its  thirty-sixth  year.    Any  contract  that 
has  worked  for  this  long  is  of  interest, 
so  here  it  is. 


CATTLE  SHARE  RENTAL 

1 .  General 

a)  Cows  are  rented  for  3  year  terms  -  which  can  be  extended  for  other  3 
year  terms  if  both  parties  are  satisfied. 

b)  All  breeding  bulls  are  to  be  supplied  by  rentee. 

c)  Cows  remain  the  property  of  renter  at  all  times  (branded  with  renter's 
regi  stered  brand) . 

d)  All  pasture,  winter  feed,  salt,  minerals,  vet  and  vet  supply  costs  are 
the  responsibility  of  rentee. 

e)  All  costs  of  transporting  original  cow  herd  to  and  from  renters  farm 
are  paid  by  rentee. 

f)  All  animals  to  be  managed  in  an  "industry  accepted"  manner. 

g)  Renter  retains  the  right  to  terminate  the  contract  by  written 
notification  to  rentee  prior  to  July  ]  of  any  year. 

h)  Renter  may  inspect  the  herd  at  any  time  during  the  term  of  the 
contract. 

2.  Deaths: 

a)  If  a  cow  dies,  a  carcass  must  be  available  for  inspection. 

b)  In  fall  of  the  year  of  death,  a  heifer  calf  is  picked  to  replace  the 
dead  cow  and  the  heifer  calf  goes  in  the  herd  as  a  replacement. 

c)  All  calf  deaths  are  born  by  both  parties,  by  virtue  of  the  share 
agreement  (1/3,  2/3). 

3.  Split  of  Calf  Crop:  Renter  1/3  Rentee  2/3 

a)  Renter  has  first  pick  of  one  heifer  calf,  then  the  rentee  picks  two, 
and  so  on  until  all  are  gone.    Renter  hauls  share  of  heifers  to  own 
farm.     (See  Wintering  of  Heifers.) 

b)  All  steer  calves  are  sold  in  the  fall  directly  to  auction  market  with  a 
1/3  renter  -  2/3  rentee  paid  directly  from  mart. 

If  any  odd  calf  remains  to  share,  one  of  two  things  can  happen, 
i)  Sell  and  divide  the  money  1/3  renter  -  2/3  rentee. 
it)  Renter  gives  to  child  or  spouse  of  rentee.    (Makes  good  P.R. 
and  really  the  renter  is  only  giving  1/3  of  the  smallest 
heifer  calf  away. ) 

4.  Wintering  Heifers:     (4  year  term) 

a)  Renter's  share  of  heifer  calves  left  with  rentee  to  winter,  pasture, 
breed,  and  winter  for  the  second  year,  then  rentee  receives  100  of 
first  calf  crop.  The  following  two  years  they  are  split  on  a  1/3 
renter,  2/3  rentee.    All  heifers  are  branded  with  renter's  brand  at 
the  time  of  separation  in  the  fall,  and  become  part  of  the  herd. 


U.S.  NATIONAL  CATTLEMANS 
ASSOCIATION  (NCA)  REPORT 

NCA  has  completed  a  survey  of  the  U.S. 
beef  industry  that  gives  a  bird's  eye 
view  of  the  problems  south  of  the  border. 
The  following  NCA  recommendations 
resulting  from  the  survey  were  published 
in  the  October  30th  edit'ion  of  "Cattle 
Buyers  Weekly". 


MARKETING  "ROAD  SHOWS" 

Lee  Melvill  (Regional  Marketing 
Economist)  and  I  will  be  holding  cattle 
marketing  information  sessions  in  the 
Peace  after  Christmas.    We'll  try  to 
bring  an  "industry  status"  report,  and 
elaborate  on  marketing  options.  Check 
with  your  District  Agriculturist  for 
dates  of  this  event. 


NCA  TASK  FORCE  RECOMMENDATIONS 

1.  No  more  mergers  or  acquisitions  by 
the  Big  Three  U.S.  packers. 

?..  No  action  to  halt  or  alter  trends  to 
more  contractual  feeding. 


3.  Voluntary  reporting  of  "captive 
cattle  supplies  by  packers  and 
f eedlots. 


fed 


4.  New  retail  and  boxed  beef  price 
indexes,  fed  cattle  and  feeder  cattle 
price  indexes;  encouragement  of 
voluntary  price  reporting. 

5.  New  technologies  to  lower  costs  at 
all  levels;  use  of  the  Integrated 
Resource  Management  concept  by 
cattlemen;  new  marketing, 
coordination,  integration,  risk 
management  and  retained  ownership 
strategies;  continued  support  for 
the  beef  checkoff. 

G.  Development  of  new  credit  sources  for 
agr icul ture. 

7.  Closer  government  monitoring  of 
mergers  and  acquisitions  in  packing 
industry;  encourage  the  government  to 
move  to  market  oriented  agriculture. 

8.  Reduction  in  overseas  trade  barriers; 
foreign  market  expansion  for  U.S. 
beef;  open  international  capital 
markets. 


FORT  VERMILION 
PASTURE  GAINS 

The  results  of  the  calf  gains  this 
summer  on  the  Provincial  Grazing  Reserve 
(PGR)  at  Fort  Vermilion  show  that  gains 
were  again  over  2  lbs/day.    Last  year 
average  gains  were  2k  lbs/day,  which 
reflects  the  excellent  grass  growth  at 
the  Fort  during  the  past  two  summers. 
Calves  implanted  with  Synovex  C  gave 
about  6°c  increased  gains.    Both  sexes 
were  involved  in  gain  calculations. 


BLIND  DOOR  LATCHES 
FOR  BLIND  BOXES 

For  those  of  you  looking  for  latches  for 
the  side  opening  doors  on  blind  boxes, 
ask  a  good  hardware  man  to  get  a  supply 
of  "Barn  Door  Latches".    They're  just 
what  vou  need. 


★  ★★★★★★ 


SEE  YOU  AT  BEEF  CATTLE  DAYS  IN 
FAIRVIEW,  HIGH  PRAIRIE  OR  GRANDE  PRAIRIE 
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SIXTH  ANNUAL 
PEACE  COUNTRY  BEEF  CATTLE  DAYS 


December  7th,  1989 


Dunvegan  Motor  Inn  Elks  Hall 


FAIRVIEW  HIGH  PRAIRIE 


AGENDA 

"BULL  EVALUATION" 

Dr.  Reuben  J.  Mapletoft 

Western  College  of  Veterinary  Medicine 

University  of  Saskatchewan,  Saskatoon 

Coffee  and  discussion 


"INDICATORS  OF  FINANCIAL  HERD  HEALTH' 
Jim  Proctor,  District  Agriculturist 
Alberta  Agriculture,  Fairview 

Discussion 


Lunch  (not  provided)  &  Displays 


1:30  p.m.         "BACKGROUND  FEEDLOT  MANAGEMENT' 
2:30  p.m.         Ken  Stafford,  Feedlot  Operator 
Athabasca 


2:30  p.m, 
3:00  p.m. 


Coffee  and  discussion 


3:00  p.m.         "PASTURE  MANAGEMENT  FOR  PROFIT" 
4:15  p.m.         Ken  Lopetinsky,  Forage  Specialist 
Alberta  Agriculture,  Barrhead 

4:15  p.m.         Discussion  &  Displays 


(Registration  at  the  Door) 
$10  per  person 


AGENDA 

9:00  a.m.         "BACKGROUND  FEEDLOT  MANAGEMENT* 
10:00  a.m.         Ken  Stafford,  Feedlot  Operator 
Athabasca 


10:00  a.m. 
10:30  a.m. 


Coffee  and  discussion 


10:30  a.m.         "PASTURE  MANAGEMENT  FOR  PROFIT" 
11:30  a.m.         Ken  Lopetinsky,  Forage  Specialist 
Alberta  Agriculture,  Barrhead 


11:30  a.m. 
12:00  noon 


Discussion 


12:00  noon 
1:30  p.m. 


Lunch  (available  for  $5.00)  &  Displays 


1:30  p.m.  "BULL  EVALUATION" 

2:30  p.m.         Dr.  Reuben  J.  Mapletoft 

Western  College  of  Veterinary  Medicine 
University  of  Saskatchewan,  Saskatoon 


2:30  p.m. 
3:00  p.m. 


Coffee  and  discussion 


3:00  p.m.         "INDICATORS  OF  FINANCIAL  HERD  HEALTH" 
4:15  p.m.         George  Monner,  Regional  Economist 
Alberta  Aqriculture,  Fairview 

4:15  p.m.        Discussion  &  Displays 


(Registration  at  the  Door) 
$10  per  person 
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BEEF      CATTLE  DAYS 


9:00  a.m. 

10:00  a.m. 
11:30  a.m. 


11:30  a.m. 

12:00  p.m. 

12:00  p.m. 

1:00  p.m. 

1:15  p.m. 

2:15  p.m 

2:15  p.m. 

2:45  p.m. 

2:45  p.m. 

3:45  p.m. 


3:45  p.m. 
4:15  p.m. 


January  17,  1990 

Grande  Prairie,  Alberta 

Trumpeter  Motor  Inn 
Richmond' s  Rooms  B  &  C 

AGENDA 

Registration  and  Coffee 

"NUTRITION  AMD  MANAGEMENT  FOR 

CALVING  EASE" 
Dr.  Roger  Brownson 
Montana  State  University,  Bozeman 

Discussion 


Lunch 


"GENETIC  INFLUENCES  ON  CALVING  EASE" 
Dr.  John  Basarab,  Beef  Specialist 
Alberta  Agriculture,  Edmonton 

Discussion  and  Coffee 


"HANDLING  CALVING  DIFFICULTIES" 
Dr.  Jim  Henderson,  Head 
Veterinary  Diagnostic  Laboratory 
Fa  i  rv  iew 

Discussion 
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Liberia 

AGWCUUURE 

L.  Trevor  Jones 

Regional  Livestock  Specialist 

P.O.  Box  7777.  Fairview.  Alberta.  Canada  TOH  1  LO  403/835-2291 

 November  1990 

Peace  Country  Cattle  Newsletter 


It's   been   some   time   since   I've  sent   out  one  of  these   letters,    mainly   because  I 
believe  you  are  probably  bombarded  with  papers  and  media  material,  but  also  because 
there  have  been  no  real  issues  to  up  date  you  on.     With  this  letter,   I'd  like  to 
summarize  some  of  the  more  interesting  things  that  have  happened  in  the  Peace  since 
last  winter. 


CORRALS 

I've  staked  out  more  than  sixty  this 
summer,   and  only  a  couple  won't  be 
ready  by  next  spring.     The  last  few 
weeks  have  been  hectic,  to  at  least  get 
posts  in  the  ground  before  freeze  up. 
I  used  two  carpenter  assistants;  David 
James  out  of  Fairview  and  Rod  Burnett 
from  Sunset  House.     Rod  has  become  the 
resident  corral  "technician",  and  will 
hopefully    become   more    involved  in 
corral   layouts  next  year.     As  usual, 
supplies  are  always  difficult  to  come 
by   at    the    last   minute,    and  some 
reminders  for  those  of  you  planning 
corrals  might  be  valuable. 

*  No  one  makes  9'  treated  posts,  but 
those  are  best  since  this  size  post 
easily  gives  3'   of  depth  with  the 
necessary  61  height  above  ground. 

*  Rough   lumber,   treated  with  a  good 
wood   preservative  stands   up  best. 
2"x6"xl6'  is  the  most  economical  size 
1  umber. 

*  Gate  hinges  from  hardware  stores  are 
usually    too     light,     and  also 
expensive.     "Ring"  hinges  for  tall 
heavy  wooden  gates  are  made  by  B  &  G 


Welding   at   Fairview  and   A.  Isaac 
Steel   Works  at  Silver  Valley.  If 
your  local  shop  wants  a  pattern,  let 
me  know. 

*  Washers  fitted  onto  spiral  5"  spikes 
work  very  well    for  spiking  green 
planks. 

*  Spikes  with  different  colored  ribbons 
are  handy  for  corral  layout.  Usually 
a  minimum  of  60  (posts)  and  a  maximum 
of  100  are  used  to  handle  the  average 
farm  corral.  Each  spike  becomes  the 
center  of  a  post. 

*  Wooden  gates  can  be  extremely  heavy 
(up  to  16'   long,   and  made  out  of 
green  rough  2"x6")  provided  the  top 
swivel   or  hinge  point  is  12'  above 
ground.     This  means  that   16'  posts 
should  be  used.     Cement  at  the  base 
of  the  post  on  which  the  pin  for  the 
gate  swivel   is  located  firms  up  the 
post. 

*  A   new  corral    design   for  cattle, 
patterned  after  my  buffalo  handling 
design,  has  been  built  at  Grovedale 
(Larry  Smith),   Silver  Valley  (Doug 
Yanishewski)     and    Worsley  (Eric 
Helgeson).    The  buffalo  handling 


version    is   being   built    in  Harmon 
Valley  (S.  Buruma).     The  difference 
between  the  two  is  simply  inclusion 
of  more  man   (escape)   gates   and  a 
walkway  between  the  corral  "rings"  A 
and  B. 


The 
two 


tub  "C"  offers  the  alternative  of 
different  crowding  gate  designs; 
leading   to   a   cow  chute   (D)  and 
squeeze  (E)  or  to  a  calf  chute  (F) 
and   calf   table    (G).      Gates  for 
sorting  can  be  put  at  any  point  on 
the  circular  rings. 

By  this  time  next  year,  we'll  find  out 
just  how  good  these  designs  are,  and 
will  then  be  able  to  circulate  detailed 
plans. 


BEEF  CATTLE  DAYS 

The  theme  for  this  annual  cattleman's 
event   is   "calf  marketing",    and  the 
schedules     at     Fairview,  Manning, 
Valleyview  and  Grande  Prairie  are  as 


follows  (agendas  attached) 


November  19 
December  5 
December  6 
January  16 


Fairview 
Manning 
Val ley view 
Grande  Prairie 


BEEF  CATTLE  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 

The    Beef   Cattle   Advisory  Committee 
which  I  use  as  a  sounding  board  of  your 
industry,  met  during  the  summer  and 
agreed  that  the  major  concerns  are 


Marketing,      Pasture     and  forage 
production,  Cow  and  heifer  productivity 

The    theme    for    Beef    Cattle  Days 
addresses    some    of    the  marketing 
problems,  and  includes  a  look  at  cow 
productivity  besides. 


CIP 


Speaking  of  cow  productivity,  the  fina 
edition  of  the   Peace  Country  Cattle 
Improvement    Program    (CIP)    is  now 
available  at  DA  offices.     CIP  offers 
the     necessary    management  agenda 
required    to    shorten    calving  and 
increase  average  weaned  calf  weights. 
The  logo  describes  the  seven  pronged 
approach  of  CIP. 


I  8fleEDIN6  ) 
V  PROGfUX  I 


CIP  answers  the  needs  of  large  and 
small  herds  with  no  cow  ID  and  a  laid 
back  approach  to  management,  but  also 
for   the   finicky   producers   such  as 
purebred  breeders  with  detailed  records. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Beef  Cattle 
and  Sheep  Branch  of  the  Alberta  Animal 
Industry  Division,  we  previewed  "Cow 
Chips" ,    the    new    computerized  herd 
management  program  which  includes  the 
fundamental  aspects  of  CIP,  along  with 
the  Idaho  Total   Beef  "GOLD"  theme  of 
key    indicators    (Growth,    Open  cows, 
Length  of  calving  and  Death  loss).  COW 
CHIPS  is  an  impressive  computer  program 
that  took  two  man-years  to  program. 
One  disadvantage  is  that  to  provide 
best  results  it  requires  calf  weaning 
weights  and  herd  ID.     It  is  the  first 
program  of  its  kind  however  to  offer 
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management  suggestions  by  referring  to 
specific  sections  of  the  Alberta  Beef 
Herd    Management    Reference  Binder. 
During  the  coming  winter  you'll  hear 
more  and  more  about  CIP.     Since  its  an 
individualized  program,  you  won't  hear 
about  any  public  meetings  to  discuss 
it.     If  you're  curious,  either  give  me 
or  your  DA  a  cal  1 . 


TRACE  MINERAL  SALT 

The  cattleman's  custom  trace  mineral 
salt  formula  has  been  revised.  Based 
on    increasing    awareness    of  trace 
mineral  deficiencies  in  the  Peace  and 
the    important    role    they    play  in 
nutrition,   the  concentration  of  each 
has   been   increased.      The  following 
analysis  will   be   in   loads  delivered 
after  November  1. 


Iodine 
Cobalt 
Copper 
Zinc 

Manganese 
Selenium 


100  mg/kg 

75  mg/kg 

5,000  mg/kg 

13,000  mg/kg 

10,000  mg/kg 

120  mg/kg 


Since  this  is  a  custom  mix,  minimum 
orders  of  20  tonnes  are  necessary.  If 
you  are  part  of  a  group  who  may  want  to 
purchase  a  load  of  this  salt,  contact 
Tony  Yelenik  (524-2269)  or  Darryl  Wells 
(524-3301). 


CATTLE  ID 

The   search   for   a   humane,  accurate 
cattle  ID  system  to  replace  hot  brands 
goes  on.     So  far  only  brands  are  legal 
ID  in  Alberta,  but  growing  awareness  of 
the  practise  by  consumers  is  going  to 
be  hard   to  defend.      Freeze  brands 
aren't  dependable,  and  ear  tattoos  or 
plastic    tags    can    be   cut    out  by 
rustlers.      A  new  glass  ear  implant 
containing  a  ten  number  series  for  ID 
only  seems  to  offer  some  potential. 
The  scanner  has  only  a  short  range 
however,  and  the  system  likely  won't 
become  a  legal  ID. 


CAIVING  IN  SUMMl R-FALL 

Approximately  30%  of  heifers  in  Alberta 
experience  difficult  calving  (dystocia) 
and  one  third  death  losses  from  birth 
to  weaning  can  be  attributed  directly 
to   calving   difficulty.      There  are 
adverse  affects  on  return  to  cycling 
after   calving,    and    lower  conception 
rates  among  difficult  calvers.     It  goes 
without   saying  that   all    this  occurs 
among    winter    and    spring  calvers, 
because  fall  calvers  just  don't  seem  to 
experience  them  to  the  same  extent.  I 
heard   recently  of   a  group  of  sixty 
first  calf  heifers  calving  on  a  half 
section  hay  field  that   required  only 
two  assists.     No  one  has  been  able  to 
come  up  with  any  reasons  for  this,  but 
after  watching  fall   calvers   for  over 
twenty-five  years,  I  know  that  problems 
during    August-September   calving  are 
certainly  lower.     During  August  this 
year  however,   there  were  reports  of 
heat     prostration     during  +30" 
temperatures.      I'd  still   sooner  have 
that  to  contend  with  than  30°  below! 


FOOT  ROT,  ETC. 

Foot  rot  was  again  a  common  problem  in 
the  Peace  this  past  summer.     No  real 
answers  to  the  problem  have  surfaced, 
and  now  that  organic  iodine  and  Hi-Boot 
salt   have   been    banned,    the  coming 
summer  of  1991  may  present  even  greater 
problems.    To  put  together  some  answers 
in  time,  the  Agricultural  Service  Board 
in  I.D.  16  has  offered  to  host  a  major 
Beef  Cattle  Day  in  March  on  cattle  foot 
rot,  pink  eye  and  parasites.     I'll  be 
putting  together  a   list  of  speakers 
during  the  winter.     Any  of  you  with 
good    ideas   for   this   agenda  should 
please  feel  free  to  give  me  a  call. 

If  there  is  anyone  among  you  still 
using  chloramphenicol ,   be  warned  that 
on  June  21,  1985,  Health  and  Welfare 
Canada,  empowered  by  the  Food  and  Drug 
Act  banned  the  sale  and  use  of  this 
drug  in  food  producing  animals. 


3 


U.S.  GRAZING  FEES  HIKED 

U.S.  Congress  is  considering  a  proposal 
to  raise  grazing  feeds  on  federal  lands 
from  $2.00  CDN  to  $10.00  CDN,  something 
like  a  500%   increase.     These  leases 
would  be  comparable  to  our  provincial 
grazing  permits.     Cattlemen  of  course 
are  claiming   the   fee   increases  will 
bankrupt  them,  and  many  are  convinced 
that  the  proposal  plays  right  into  the 
hands   of  environmentalists  who  don't 
want  cattle  and  sheep  competing  with 
wildlife  and  wild   flowers  on  public 
land.       The   environmentalist  slogan 
coined   last  year  in  Montana  and  New 
Mexico  was  "Cattle  free  in  '93"  -  with 
regard  to  public  lands  grazing. 


COMING  UP  --  THE  SAME  OLD  PROBLEMS 

Most  cows  in  the  Peace  slated  to  calve 
from  February  to  March  are  in  the  mid 
to  late  trimester  of  pregnancy.  The 
survival    of   the  calves  will  depend 
largely  on  the  nutrition  of  those  cows, 
starting  now.     I'll  list  the  commonest 
problems  that  have  occurred. 


-  Energy    deficiency;     low  quality 
hay   fed   to  cows  that   start  the 
winter  in  poor  condition.  Grain 
is  required. 

-  Vitamin  A  deficiency;  always 
associated  with  low  quality  hay, 
but  can  occur  with  even  moderate 
quality  hay.  Dry  vitamin  A  with 
grain,  or  vitamin  A  injections  are 
requi  red . 

-  Trace    mineral    deficiency;  most 
particularly  selenium.  Should 

be  fed  all  year  round  in  salt. 
Selenium  may  be  injected. 

-  Phosphorous    deficiency;    may  be 
present     regardless    of  forage 
quality.     Grain  is  a  good  source. 
Mineral     supplements  containing 
phosphorous  may  be  mixed  with  grain. 

It  takes  about  30  minutes  to  balance 
the   rations    for   all    the  different 
classes  of  cattle  in  a  herd,  and  to 
decide  on  a  feeding  program  to  solve 
deficiencies.        But    without  feed 
analyses,  nothing  can  be  done  except 
"buckshot"  feeding.     Which  one  are  you 
fol lowing? 
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B  K  E  F      C  A  T  T  L  E  DAYS 


19  9  0 


19  9  1 


Time 


FAIRVIEW 


Legion  Hall 
November  19,  1990 


GRANDE  PRAIRIE 

Trumpeter  Motor  Inn 
January  16,  1991 


9:30  am 


Registration,  Coffee 
Industry  Booths 


Registration,  Coffee 
Industry  Booths 


10:00  am 
-  11:00  am 


Dwight  Karren 

Regional  Livestock  Splst 
Alberta  Agriculture 
Lethb ridge,  Alberta 

"Crossbreeding 
to  Improve  Calf 
Marketability" 


Dr.  G.W.  Rahnefeld 

Agriculture  Canada 
Research  Station 
Brandon,  Manitoba 

"Crossbreeding 
to  Improve  Calf 
Marketability" 


11:00  am 
-  12:00  pm 


Jim  Wideman 

Ontario  Livestock  Exchange 
Waterloo,  Ontario 

"Electronic  Marketing  & 
the  Canadian  Market" 


Jim  Wideman 

Ontario  Livestock  Exchange 
Waterloo,  Ontario 

"Electronic  Marketing  & 
the  Canadian  Market" 


LUNCH 


1:15  pm 
-  2:30  pm 


Lakeside  Industries 
Teleconference 
and  Lee  Melvill 

Marketing  Specialist 
Alberta  Agriculture 
Fairview,  Alberta 

"Cattle  Contracts" 


Lakeside  Industries 
Teleconference 
and  Lee  Melvill 

Marketing  Specialist 
Alberta  Agriculture 
Fairview,  Alberta 

"Cattle  Contracts" 


2:30  pm 
-  3:30  pm 


Brenda  Scheideman 

Market  Consultant 
Stony  Plain,  Alberta 


Brenda  Scheideman 

Market  Consultant 
Stony  Plain,  Alberta 


"Marketing  Options' 


"Marketing  Options" 


Admission  $10. 00 /person  or  $15. 00 /couple 


B  E  E  F 


C  A  T  T  L  E  DAYS 


19  9  0  -  1  9  9  1 


Time 


MANNING 


Ag  Society  Hall 
December  5,  1990 


VALLKYVIEW 

Memorial  Hall 
December  6,  1990 


9:30  am 


Registration,  Coffee 
Industry  Booths 


Registration,  Coffee 
Industry  Booths 


10:00  am 
-  11:00  am 


Trevor  Jones 

Regional  Livestock  Splst 
Alberta  Agriculture 
Fairview,  Alberta 


Trevor  Jones 

Regional  Livestock  Splst 
Alberta  Agriculture 
Fairview,  Alberta 


"  Crossbreeding 
to  Improve  Calf 
Marketability" 


"  Crossbreeding 
to  Improve  Calf 
Marketability" 


11:00  am 
-  12:00  pm 


Ed  Smith 

TEAM  Representative 
Beaverlodge,  Alberta 

"Electronic  Marketing1 


Ed  Smith 

TEAM  Representative 
Beaverlodge,  Alberta 

"Electronic  Marketing* 


LUNCH 


(in  the  hall) 


(in  the  hall) 


1:15  pm 
-  2:30  pm 


Lakeside  Industries 
Teleconference 
and  Lee  Melvill 

Marketing  Specialist 
Alberta  Agriculture 
Fairview,  Alberta 

"Cattle  Contracts" 


Lakeside  Industries 
Teleconference 
and  Lee  Melvill 

Marketing  Specialist 
Alberta  Agriculture 
Fairview,  Alberta 

"Cattle  Contracts" 


2:30  pm 
-  3:30  pm 


Brenda  Scheideman 

Market  Consultant 
Stony  Plain,  Alberta 


Brenda  Scheideman 

Market  Consultant 
Stony  Plain,  Alberta 


"Marketing  Options" 


"Marketing  Options" 


Admission  $10. 00/person  or  $15 .00/couple 


Liberia 
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Peace  Country  Cattle  Newsletter 


This  is  the  only  letter  going  out  to  cattlemen  in  the  Peace 
this  year.      I   feel  that  the  cost  of  a  general  mailout  (550+) 
is  becoming  prohibitive.     I'll  be  sending  letters  out  at 
various  times  to  Cattle  Improvement  Program  (CIP)   cooperators . 


BEEF  CATTLE  DAYS 


Once  again,  we  will  be  holding 
Beef  Cattle  Days  at  Fairview 
and  Grande  Prairie  on  November 
25th,   1991,   and  at  Manning  and 
Valleyview  on  November  26th, 
1991. 

The  topics  are  "Cow-Calf"  and 
"Backgrounding  Calves".  A 
half  day  will  be  spent  on  each 
topic.     Dan  McKinnon,   a  250 
cow  operator  from  Airdrie, 
will  be  explaining  his  unique 
grazing  and  feed  purchasing 
methods.     Jim  Harbidge  with 
MSD  Agvet  out  of  Edmonton  will 
be  explaining  the  "Heifer 
Reproductive  Development" 
Program  of  MSD  Agvet. 

Dave  Merz,   a  feedlot  operator 
from  Fort  Fraser,  B.C.,  will 
outline  his  "formulas  for 
profit",  and  Dr.  Tim  Guichon, 
who  operates  a  feedlot  health 
practise  in  partnership  with 
Dr.   Kee  Jim  at  Okotoks ,  will 
tackle  feedlot  health 
management  and  cow-herd 
vaccination . 

The  cost  is  $10.00  per  person 
or  $15.00  per  couple,   and  all 
sessions  start  sharp  at  9:30 
am.     Coffee  will  be  available. 


I  hope  we  will  have  a  good 
turnout,   since  not  only  will 
you  have  a  good  chance  to  quiz 
each  speaker,   but  the  industry 
booths  should  prove  valuable 
to  you  also.     The  sponsorship 
from  Ag  Service  Boards  and 
industry  each  year  is  vital  to 
the  continuation  of  Beef 
Cattle  Days. 


"BREAK-EVENS"   FOR  CALF  FEEDERS 

Last  summer  I  toured  several 
good  feedlots  in  the  Calgary 
area  with  Dr.   Tim  Guichon. 
The  most  impressive  operation 
was  Thiessen's  at  Strathmore. 
Ed  Thiessen  passed  on  some 
advice  to  background  feeders ; 
"do  your  arithmetic  before 
buying  calves" .     I  call  this 
doing  "break-evens",   and  have 
a  neat  little  computer  program 
to  do  the  calculations  for  me. 
On  page  6  is  a  copy  of  the 
print-out  from  a  sample  that 
put  50  calves  on  feed  this 
fall  at  $1.00,  and  projected 
sales  next  May  at  $0.85.  With 
the  computer  it's  only  a 
matter  of  minutes  to  calculate 
a  projected  break-even.  Let 
me  know  if  you  want  one  done 
with  your  costs . 


HOW  DO  WE  COMPARE   IN  THE  PEACE? 


*Cow  calf  production  levels   for  various  regions   in  Alberta 
summarized   for  86/87   and  89/90 


South 

North 

North 

North 

Ave 

South 

Central 

Central 

East 

West 

Peace 

Alta 

(1) 
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No.   of  herds  surveyed 

594 

1104 

2900 

1173 

483 

213 

6467 

Cows  &  repl .  heifers 

68853 

118594 

201400 

91576 

41118 

17445 

538986 

Total   land  base  (ac) 

2422 

2242 

891 

1298 

873 

1440 

1386 

Cows   (2  yrs  &  older) /herd 

99 

92 

60 

67 

71 

70 

72 

Repl.    hf rs/herd/year 

17 

15 

9 

11 

14 

12 

12 

Cow:bull  ratio 

27 

27 

27 

26 

28 

26 

27 

Fall  cull  rate  (%) 

7.3 

6.8 

5.8 

6.6 

7.9 

6.4 

6.6 

Length  of  calving  (days) 

94 

100 

108 

115 

122 

105 

108 

%  calves  born  1-21  days 

44.  7 

43.  5 

41.  6 

42.5 

41.2 

42  .  5 

42  .  6 

22-42  days 

35.8 

34. 1 

32.4 

33.2 

33.5 

32  .9 

33.4 

43-63  days 

14.0 

15.7 

17. 1 

16.4 

15.4 

16.5 

16.1 

+63  days 

5.4 

6.7 

8.9 

7.9 

10.0 

8.1 

7.9 

Calf  death  loss  (%) 

5.3 

5.4 

5.8 

5.5 

5.9 

5.6 

5.6 

Weaning  wt  (lbs) 

542 

564 

555 

556 

563 

571 

557 

200  day  adj.  wean  wt  (lb) 

1243 

1306 

1334 

1317 

1326 

1310 

1316 

Calf  crop  %    (calves  weaned 

of  cows  exposed  to  bulls) 

83.3 

83.  7 

83.9 

83.4 

82.2 

83.  5 

83.  5 

Production  efficiency 

(lbs  of  calf  weaned  per 

cow  exposed  to  bulls) 

461 

481 

470 

473 

477 

486 

473 

*Prepared  October  10/91  by  Beef  Cattle  and  Sheep  Branch,   Alberta  Agriculture. 

One  other  factor  that  showed  up  in  this  survey  was  that  the 
largest  percentage  of  bulls  in  Alberta  which  were  vet  evaluated 
(Bull  Evaluation)  was  in  the  Peace. 


ONE-STOP"  AND  "ALL-IN-ONE" 


One  of  the  most  common 
questions  that  I  deal  with  in 
the  winter  is  vitamin  and 
mineral  supplements  for  beef 
herds.     The  problems  of 
vitamin  A,  phosphorous,  trace 
minerals,  and,  of  course,  salt 
feeding  has  created  a  lot  of 
confusion.      In  some  cases, 
overfeeding  or  supplementation 
has  occurred,   and  in  the 
majority  of  cases,  deficien- 
cies exist. 

Last  spring,  I  put  together  as 
many  feed  analyses  as  I  could, 
and  came  up  with  a  general 


formula  for  the  level  of 
phosphorous  and  trace  minerals 
we  would  need  to  "match"  the 
deficiencies  of  our  Peace 
Country  requirements  for 
vitamin  A.     The  final  result 
is  a  vitamin  mineral  formula 
that  comes  in  the  "summer" 
(low  vitamin  A)   and  "winter" 
form  (high  vitamin  A). 

Champion  Feeds '   product  is 
called  "One-Stop",   and  Shur- 
Gain's  product  is  called  "All- 
in-One".     These  products  come 
only  in  loose  form,   and  should 
be  fed  free  choice  in  well 
protected  salt  feeders.  When 
properly  fed  so  that  the 
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mineral  is  fresh  and  added 
weekly,   all  the  vitamin  A, 
phosphorous ,   trace  minerals 
and  salt  are  supplied  daily . 
There  is  no  need  to  inject 
vitamins  or  add  extra  salt. 

Consumption  of  these  minerals 
should  be  between  30  gms 
(yearlings)   and  70  gms  (large 
cows)   daily.     Variations  of 
these  levels  will  occur 
depending  on  your  feed  and 
water  quality. 

The  formula  for  each  company's 
winter  product  is: 

Shur  Gain  Feeds  Champion  Feeds 

All-in-One  One-Stop 

Mineral  For  Mineral  for 

Cattle  Cattle 


Calcium 

% 

9.0 

9.0 

Phosphorous  % 

12.0 

12.6 

Salt 

% 

33.3 

30.0 

Sodium 

% 

13.3 

11.9 

Magnesium 

% 

.3 

.3 

Sulfur 

% 

.8 

.8 

Fluorine 

mg/kg 

3000 

3000 

Zinc 

mg/kg 

13000 

10000 

Iron 

mg/kg 

9500 

9500 

Selenium 

mg/kg 

100.0 

80.0 

Iodine 

mg/kg 

150.0 

150.0 

Copper 

mg/kg 

5000 

5000 

Manganese 

mg/kg 

8000 

8000 

Cobalt 

mg/kg 

80.0 

80.0 

Vitamin  A 

IU/kg 

1200  th. 

1200  th. 

Vitamin  D 

IU/kg 

120  th. 

120  th. 

Vitamin  E 

IU/kg 

3000 

3000 

When  using  either  of  these 
minerals  remember  this. 


♦  Those  of  you  who  have  been 
bulk  ordering  trace  mineral 
salt  should  now  be  looking  at 
bulk  ordering  "One-Stop" 
through  Champion  Feeds  at 
Grande  Prairie   (532-3151)  or 
"All-in-One"  through  Keddies 
in  Grande  Prairie  (532-4888). 

♦  Don't  feed  any  1:1  mineral 
(or  any  phosphorous  containing 
mineral)   or  any  trace  mineral 
salt . 


♦  Don't  feed  any  mineral 
product  containing  selenium. 

♦  Don't  inject  vitamin  A  if 
you  use  "All-in-One"  or  "One- 
Stop"  all  year  round. 

♦  Cattle  may  vary  in  their 
daily  consumption.      If  your 
cattle  exceed  70  mgs  daily, 
put  out  a  block  of  blue  salt 
until  "One-Stop"  or  "All-In- 
One"  correct  consumption  level 
is  achieved. 


PEACE  COUNTRY  CATTLE 
IMPROVEMENT  PROGRAM  (CIP) 


CIP  is  a  disciplined  approach 
to  cow  herd  management.  The 
goal  of  CIP  is  to  improve  herd 
income  by  shortening  calving, 
and  this  is  accomplished  by 
fine  tuning  nutrition ,   hei f er 
selection,   herd  health,  bull 
evaluation,  breeding  program, 
herd  handling,   and  record 
keeping ,   including  financial 
records . 

CIP  will  replace  ROP  and  go 
much  farther,   and  in  fact  goes 
so  far  into  management  that  no 
stone  is  left  unturned  in  the 
attempt  by  the  operator  to 
shorten  calving  and  increase 
fertility . 
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For  the  past  year,  we've  been 
developing  a  better  method  of 
including  financial  manage- 
ment,  and  have  used  the 
expertise  of  Bob  Noble 
(Manning  836-2337).  We've 
taken  the  approach  that  it's 
not  really  necessary  to  give  a 
course  in  bookkeeping  —  we 
get  better  results  by  having 
Bob  sit  down  with  a  cattleman 
and  actually  draw  up  the 
headings  in  the  account  book 
that  suit  the  operation.  At 
year  end,  we  "pull"  the 
information  about  actual 
expense  and  income  to  get  a 
real  good  look  at  the  profita- 
bility of  the  cow  herd.  The 
CIP  record  book  has  a  one  page 
year-end  financial  statement 
that  shows  the  cost  per  pound 
of  weaned  calf. 

Cattlemen  who  worked  on  the 
development  of  CIP  wanted  an 
approach  that  would  satisfy 
those  who  keep  few  records, 
didn't  ear  tag,   and  had  no 
calving  record  books.     On  the 
other  hand,   they  wanted  a  herd 
record  book  that  would  allow 
even  the  fussiest,   or  those 
such  as  purebreeders ,   to  keep 
extensive  records.  CIP 
satisfies  both  kinds. 

There  have  been  a  few  spin- 
offs from  CIP  that  are  in 
common  use  around  the  Peace. 
In  order  that  a  good  vaccina- 
tion program  could  be  fol- 
lowed,  a  corral  planning 
service  started  five  years 
ago.     To  date  we've  staked  out 
over  380  setups  in  the  Peace, 
and  have  sent  plans  all  over 
Western  Canada.     The  "Blind 
Box"  plan  that  was  reproduced 
in  October  Cattleman  started 
as  an  attempt  to  avoid  high 
cost  squeezes   for  small  herds. 
The  "One-Stop"  and  "All-in- 
One"  minerals,   and  previously, 


high  copper  zinc,  selenium 
trace  mineral  salt  formula- 
tions are  a  direct  result  of 
attempts  to  improve  nutrition 
and  shorten  calving.  The 
Peace  Country  showed  the 
highest  incidence  of  bull 
evaluations  by  vets  in  the 
1990  Alberta  Beef  Cattle 
Survey.     During  1986-1990, 
inservice  sessions  for  area 
vets  were  organized  by 
bringing  in  Professors 
Mapletoft  and  Barth  from  the 
Western  College  of  Veterinary 
Medicine  in  Saskatoon.     At  the 
same  time  the  CIP  Bull  Evalua- 
tion forms  were  made  available 
to  both  cattlemen  and 
veterinarians . 

The  last  portion  of  CIP  to  be 
implemented  is  the  financial 
management  portion.  This 
aspect  of  herd  management  is 
often  most  neglected,  because 
the  whole  farm  or  ranch  has  to 
be  considered.  Previously 
Alberta  Agriculture  has 
offered  "Gear  Up  Advantage" 
(GUA)   courses,   but  not  enough 
cattlemen  seemed  able  to  take 
advantage  of  this  opportunity. 
Because  so  many  have  said 
"Don't  try  to  teach  me  this 
stuff,  show  me  how  to  do  the 
financial  end  of  my  opera- 
tion",  I've  brought  Bob  Noble 
into  the  program.     Because  of 
his  training,   Bob  will  be 
relying  on  both  DA's  and  DHE ' s 
to  assist  him  in  one-on-one 
financial  counselling. 

I'm  finding  that  the  more 
thoroughly  CIP  is  followed, 
the  more  it  involves  all  the 
family  and  the  whole  opera- 
tion .     Because  management 
becomes  a  function  of  the 
whole  family,    I'm  finding 
farm  women,   sometimes  with  no 
cattle  experience,   are  doing 
a  super  job  following  the 
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program.     In  some  cases  women 
are  even  instructing  neighbors 
on  the  use  of  CIP.     There  are 
teenagers  now  able  to  follow 
the  annual  agenda,   and  do  so 
keenly.     One  final  note  of 
interest  is  that  ADC  has 
recommended  that  all  beginner 
loan  clients  follow  CIP. 

There  are  about  70  herds 
following  CIP  to  some  degree. 
This  winter  you'll  be  hearing 
lots  more  about  the  financial 
management  aspect.  Contact 
your  DA  or  DHE  for  more 
information . 


CIP  CALVING  BOOKLET 


The  booklet  will  be  available 
in  late  December,   but  will  be 
restricted  to  those  involved 
in  CIP,   because  of  costs.  I 
hope  to  be  able  to  get  spon- 
sors to  support  the  cost  next 
year,   so  that  we  can  make 
booklets  available  to  all 
cattlemen  in  the  Peace.  This 
booklet  will  be  available 
throughout  Alberta,   B.C.  and 
Saskatchewan,   but  it's  only  in 
the  Peace  that  the  CIP  home 
record  book  and  calendar  are 
used,   along  with  financial 
counselling . 


Have  a  good  winter  and  a  successful  calving. 
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EVEN-UP    for  123 


BREAKEVEN  FOR  =  = 


BACKGROUNDERS  WINTER  ONLY 


FEEDER  WEIGHT  (lbs  shrunk  wt.  ) 
FEEDER  PURCH. PRICE  ($/cwt) 
INTEREST  RATE  (%) 
EXPECTED  SALE  PRICE  ($/cwt) 


500.00  NO/PEN=  50.00 

100.00  BRK . EVEN  103.62 
10.50 

85.00  BRK . EVEN  $82.76 


FEED  PERIOD  (days) 
FEEDING  PERIOD  ADG  (lbs/day) 
FEED  PERIOD  BEGINS  (dd-mmm) 
OFF  FEED  WEIGHT     (less  %) 


200 
1.75 
01 -NOV 
808 


•TO- 


19-May 


PASTURE  PERIOD 

PASTURE  PERIOD  ADG     (lbs /day) 
PASTURE  PERIOD  BEGINS  (dd-mmm) 
OFF  PASTURE  WEIGHT  (less  %) 


0 


40.0  %DM 


90.0  %m 


90.00  %DM 


GRAIN  (lb/hd/DAY) 
GRAIN  COST  (cents/ lb) 
SILAGE  (lb/hd/DAY) 
SILAGE  COST  (cents/lb) 
HAY  (lb/hd/DAY) 
HAY  COST  (cents/lb) 
SUPPLEMENT  (lb/hd/DAY) 
SUP  COST  (cents/lb) 
SALT-MINERAL(KG)@GMS/DAY=20. 00 
SALT-MINERAL  COST  (cents/KG) 
BEDDING  (lb/hd)  TOTAL 
BEDDING  COST  (cents/lb) 
VETERINARY  &  MED  COSTS 
YARDAGE  (CENTS/DAY) 
DEATH  LOSS  {%) 
INTEREST  COSTS 


88.0  %DM 


0.05 
2.0 
10.5  200.00 


FEEDING  PERIOD  COSTS 


PER  CALF= 


PASTURE  RATE  ($/AUM)            0.00  0.00 
PASTURE  TRUCKING  IN  ($/HEAD) 
PASTURE  TRUCKING  OUT  (S/HEAD) 
PASTURE  EXTRAS  (S/HEAD) 
DEATH  LOSS(%)  0.00 

PASTURE  INTEREST  COSTS      10.50  0.00 

PASTURE  PERIOD  COST: 

TOTAL  FEEDING  &  PASTURE  COSTS: 


0. 

00 

0-0 

—TO- 

ERR 

808 

PER  DAY-- 

PER  HEAD  PER  PEN 

LBS. OF  DM 

8. 

00 

1600. 

00 

36.  30 

TONNES 

7.04 

3. 

60 

57. 

60 

O  O  Q  Ci  C\C\ 

2880 . 00 

$  COST 

0. 

00 

0.00 

0.00 

TONS 

0.00 

0. 

00 

0. 

00 

0.00 

$  COST 

10. 

00 

2000.00 

50.00 

TONS 

9.  00 

1. 

50 

30. 

00 

1500.00 

5>  LUbl 

0. 

10 

20. 

00 

0.45 

TONNES 

0.  09 

10. 

.00 

2. 

00 

100.00 

$  COST 

4. 

00 

4. 

00 

0.09 

TONNES 

Id  .  1  6 

35. 

,00 

1. 

40 

70.00 

$  COST 

V .  M  .  /o 

1000. 

,00 

1000. 

,00 

25.00 

TONS 

AVF  WT 
nVCi,  W  1  . 

0.05 

0. 

,50 

25.00 

$  COST 

9  47 

$6.00 

6. 

,00 

300.00 

$ 

$10. 

,00 

10. 

,00 

500.00 

$ 

DM  *  flATN 

$10. 

,00 

10. 

,00 

500.0 

$ 

1  n  4Q 

$28. 

,77 

28. 

77 

1438.36 

$ 

$146. 

.27 

PEN= 

7313.36 

$ 

CUSTOM 

$0, 

,00 

COST/ LB. 

FEED&YDG 

0. 

.00 

OF  GAIN  TO  FEEDER 

0.05 

0. 

,00 

FEED  0NLY= 

0.32 

0.35 

0. 

,00 

PAST. ONLY = 

ERR 

ERR 

$0, 

,00 

FEED/PAST= 

$0 

.00 

CUSTOM  RTN 

1    PER  HD, 

PER  PEN 

$0, 

.00 

FOR  FEED= 

10.00 

500.00 

FOR  PAST= 

0.00 

0.00 

$146 

.27 

FEED&PAST= 

10.00 

500.00 

FEEDER  COST                                                       500.00  PER  PEN=  25000.00 

BUYING  COSTS                                                       $4.00     "      "  =  200.00 

TOTAL  FEED/PASTURE  COSTS                                 146.27     H      "  =  7313.36 

SELLING  COSTS                                                    $12.00     M      "  =  600.00 

TRIPARTITE  STAB.   PREM.                                        6.00     M      "  =  300.00 

FINAL  TOTAL  COST                                               668.27  PER  PEN  =  33413.36 

*     BREAK  EVEN  SALE  PRICE                                             $/CWT  $82.76 

**     BREAK  EVEN  PURCHASE  PRICE                                      $/CWT  $103.62 

COST  of  GAIN  -  feeding                                          $/CWT  47.57 

COST  of  GAIN  -  pasture                                          $/CWT  ERR 

**     RETURN  over  ALL  COSTS                                             $/HEAD  18.11 

$/PEN  905.39 
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FEED  D.M 
%  OF  AVE 
BODY  WT. 

2.47 


